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round up a foursome, and join your fellow Phi Psis for an afternoon of golf in one 
of the Northwest’s most picturesque settings.
•  Date/Time:  Saturday, July 15, 2017! Tee times begin at 12 noon. 
 Registration starts at 11 a.m. Please be at the course no later than 11:30 a.m. 
•  Location:  Mt. Si Golf Course — 9010 Bolach Avenue SE, Snoqualmie, WA 98065
 Golf Course Phone: 425-391-4926
•  Entry Fee:  $87 (Includes golf, cart, range balls, tee prizes, and contests) 
•  Format:  Four-person scramble, long-drive, and closest-to-the-pin contests. Entrants will be  
 able to request teammates (up to a full foursome); teams will be arranged for single   
 entrants.
•  Online Registration: https://www.regonline.com/pkpgolf2017. 

Registration closes July 3, and space is limited, so don’t delay — register now! If 
you wish to register directly, or if you have any questions, please contact tourna-
ment director Joe Pruss at joepruss@comcast.net.
We’re looking forward to a great day of golf — hope to see you there! 

Time to Dust Off Your Clubs,

 The Seattle Alumni Association celebrated the National Anniversary, and 103 years of Washington Alpha 
with a gathering of 130 brothers and guests at the University of Washington Club on March 4th.
 Seattle AA President Mark Coker ’82 announced that VP Bruce Adsero ’12  is stepping down, and filling 
the role will be James Perez (New York Eta). After 20 years of service to the Alumni Association, Jerry Gon-
zalez ’91 has stepped down as Treasurer. (The Treasurer and Secretary positions are now open.) Please contact 
Mark (mhcoker@hotmail.com) if you are interested in learning more about these positions. Brother Coker has 
extended his “tour of duty” through the end of Founders Day 2018.
 Washington Alpha Chapter President Matt Bernard ’15 presented a State-of-the-Chapter address, ex-
plaining all the positive achievements by the undergraduates. Recognized twice as the District VI top chapter at 
both 2014 and 2016 Grand Arch Councils, our chapter is working toward a third time, and competing for Grand 
Chapter in 2018.
 Alumni Relations Chairman Evan Clasen ’17 gave an update on the Mentoring Program. With each new 
class, the undergraduates — particularly the freshmen — are looking for alumni mentors. If you are interested 

Founders Day 2017: Our 165th Anniversary!

Continued on page 2
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Cont. from page 1

From National SWGP 
Jim Boyle ’88: 
“Congratulations to 
the Bellevue Fire 
Department’s John 
Lapsansky, ’00-1539, 
on his promotion to 
fire lieutenant. John 
will be assisgned as 
the company officer at 
Fire Station 9 (Engine 
9, A Platoon). Congrat-
ulations, Fire Lieuten-
ant Lapsansky!” 

in learning more about the Program, contact Mark or Evan (evanac123@gmail.
com).  Mentoring is rewarding — and fun!  Evan is the son of Rich Clasen ’83.
 Chapter Advisor Steve Murphy ’63 explained and introduced the Alumni Ad-
visory Board — Joe Pruss ’81, Craig Nishizaki ’88, Ryan Johnston ’05, Mat-
thew Donegan-Ryan ’02, Bryce Hobbs ’12, Mark Coker ’82, and Nick Armit-
age ’14. The group is still searching for a faculty advisor. This group was created 
last year to advise the active chapter on four areas of governance and growth:  Re-
cruitment, Risk Management, Fraternity Education, and Community Outreach.  
 House Corporation President Matt Anglin ’90 reported on the completion of 
two major renovation projects: the second-floor main bathroom, and a new third-
floor small bathroom next to the north sleeping porch. Matt also presented the 2017 
Scholarship Awards, totaling $23,000. This is the 18th year that the chapter has 
given out cash undergraduate awards, now totaling $290,000 since the year 2000.  
 Joe  Pruss ’81 and Rich Clasen ’83 jointly presented the first Doug Hora ’81 
Outstanding Brother Scholarship. Doug, who became a Navy jet pilot, lost his life 
in 1987 when his aircraft disappeared over the Indian Ocean. GP Matt Bernard 
is the first recipient of this scholarship, and has exemplified the high standards of 
brotherhood for which Doug is remembered. 
 Joe also announced the 2017 Alumni Golf Tournament, to be held at the Mt. Si 
Golf Course on July 15th.  (See information on page 1.)  

Founders Day

Below: 
Jerry Nelson 
speaking at 
Founders Day.

From Kyle Sant ’11: “Before he flew to Seattle for 
Founders Day, Jerry Nelson met me in Palo Alto to 
speak to the undergrads at Stanford and Cal. Then he flew 
directly from Seattle to Miami to speak to more brothers 
at a National conference. Telling him to take it easy is 
futile! His driving force is to reach more undergrads and 
help them. He considers it his ‘investment in America’s 
future.” (kyle@mcnairgroup.com)

Alphan Postscripts . . . .  

Congratulations, 
Class of 2017!

Initiated January 8, 2017
1845 Cameron Vega . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Camas, WA
1846 Thomas Franklin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Gresham, OR
1847 Evan Clasen . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mt. Vernon, WA
1848 Drew Lister . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Morristown, NJ
1849 Jacob Greatorex . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Spokane, WA
1850 Anthony Cessna . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Spokane, WA
1851 Nicholas Beine . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Spokane, WA
1852 Anthony Newsome-Moffa . . . . . . . Olympia, WA
1853 Andrew Ray . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Redmond, WA
1854 Alexander Wong . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Honolulu, HI
1855 Alexander Fischer . . . . . . . . . . . . . Redmond, WA
1856 Guillermo Condemarin . . . . . . . . . . . . Lima, Peru
1857 Nicholas Nordie . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Seattle, WA
1858 Chad Ohta . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Honolulu, HI
1859 Makoto Take . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Seatac, WA

Initiated April 3, 2017
1860 Austin Chen . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ann Arbor, MI
1861 Paul Jordan Ressler . . . . . . . . . Sammamish, WA
1862 Mason Ou . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Snoqualmie, WA
1863 Quentin Lebau . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Camas, WA
1864 William Christison . . . . . . . . . Friday Harbor, WA
1865 Richard Lim . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Puyallup, WA
1866 Andrew Straavaldson . . . . . . . . . . Green Bay, WI
1867 Nathan Arreola . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Kent, WA

(Additional three pledges to be initiated Fall ’17.) 

From Jerry Nelson, Cal Epsilon ’48:
“In a few days, I move into The Terraces (a retirement 
community) in Scottsdale.  They have a heated pool 
that I will like to use, and lots of other amenities.  I look 
forward to it.  I’ll be 88 in May!”  (Jerry can be reached at 
nelson8711@aol.com). 

Right:
Tony
Wiegering ’94 
with 
Jerry Nelson,
Cal Ep ’48

 Jerry Nelson (Cal. Ep ’48), always a great supporter of Washington Alpha, 
as well as many other chapters, was recognized as “The Oldest Alumnus” in at-
tendance. Jerry will be 88 in May! What a guy — he flew up from Scottsdale, 
Arizona! Steve Hungerford ’58 flew over from Honolulu, and was recognized as 
“The Farthest Traveled.”  The Class of 1990 came together as a group of eight, and 
was recognized as “The Largest Pledge Class” group in attendance.
 The evening ended with Chapter GP Matt Bernard presenting the Alumnus 
of the Year Award to Mark Coker, followed by the traditional singing of Amici, 
standing arm-in-arm around the room. 
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$23,000 in Scholarships Announced at Founders Day
A few recent graduates were invited to 
join scholarship recipients in the photo 
at right, including Lane Schinell ’13, 
Eric Arnsten ’13, and 
John Brendel ’13. Scholarship 
recipients in the photo are listed below.
Front row, L-R:
Jacob Greatorex ’17, Alec Azure ’15, 
Mark Toda ’15, 
Cameron Vega ’17, Sai Rhulen ’14, 
and Matt Bernard ’15,
Back row:
Eric Hall ’15, Sean Campbell ’16,  
Spencer Berry ’16 , 
Spencer Lubenow ’16, 
Isaiah Rendorio ’16, and  
Matt Howard ’16.

 It has been 19 years since the Chapter Scholarship Fund was started, with a grant from the estate of John Quick ’49.  The Scholarship Fund 
is held and invested within the Chapter Fund at the Phi Psi Foundation.  Since 1998, the Chapter has given out $290,000 in cash awards from the 
5% annually allocated to the chapter.  
 $20,000 is allocated to the following awards, with $3,000 held in reserve for Incoming Freshman Scholarships. Again this year, more funds 
were shifted to “need-based” awards — as suggested by the National Fraternity. Examples of need-based awards are financial need for college 
expenses, or travel support to educational events like the WWLS, or Regional Chapter Officer Training. (There were no qualified applicants for 
the Judge John Meyer Pre-Law Scholarship or Steve Murphy International Service Award. That money was applied to need-based scholarships.) 
 Each award is not paid to the undergraduate.  Instead it is sent directly to the student’s account at the University.  It is hoped that each under-
graduate will consider his cash award as a social obligation to “pay back” the chapter some day in the future.

John Quick ’49 Memorial Scholarship
Brother of the Year ~ Spencer Lubenow ’16 ~ $1,250 

3.55 Cum. GPA; Finance and Information Systems Majors;
 Global Health Minor; 

Previous: Community Service chair; Social Chair; IMA Soccer; 
Recording Secretary; Rush Committee; Current Corresponding 

Secretary; Intern at Avanade/Accenture; Volunteer at Bridge of Hope 
Foundation and Mifos Initiative.

Brent Streich ’00 Memorial Scholarship
Senior of the Year ~ Sai Ruhlen ’14 ~ $1,250

3.1 GPA;  Business Marketing and Military Sciences Majors;
Judicial Chair; Pledge Educator 2016; House Manager; 
ROTC Squad Leader and Military Sciences 4 Mentor. 

Junior of the Year ~ Mark Toda ’15 ~ $1,000
3.74 Cum. GPA; Computer Science & Engineering Majors; 

Dean’s List every quarter; Rush Director 2016; Current VGP;
IFC VP of Standards 2016; Current UW IFC President. 
Sophomore of the Year ~ Matt Howard ’16 ~ $1,000

3.85 Cum GPA; Computer Science Major; 
Academics Chairman; Dean’s List every quarter; 
Works 25 hrs. per week to help pay for school. 

Freshman of the Year ~ Cameron Vega ’17 ~ $1,000
3.82 GPA; Direct admit from high school to Foster School of 

Business; Pledge Class President; Social Committee; IMA Sports; 
Member of American Marketing Association.

Whitney Harris ’30 ~ Financial Need Scholarships ~ $1,000 each
Matthew Howard ’16
Isaiah Rendorio ’16

Sai Ruhlen ’14
Kenneth Gunning ’15

Del Cyr ’46 Freshman Scholarship ~ Financial Need  
Jacob Greatorex ’17 ~ $1,000

3.4 GPA; Double major: Psychology and Communications; 
Honors Program; Current Philanthropy Chair; Social Committee; 

Computer Committee; Phi Psi Representative - Mr. Greek.
Ruddick Lawrence ’31 Community Service Award 

Sean Campbell ’16 ~ $1,000
3.2 GPA; Environmental Studies Major; Philanthropy and 

Community Service Chair 2016; Special Olympics - Washington; 
helped create Phi Psi Spike; Boys and Girls Club volunteer. 

Dale McKnight ’32 Scholarship ~ Most Improved Academically  
Isaiah Rendorio ’16 ~ $1,000

 Accounting Major; GPA went from 2.4 to 3.85 in 2016;
New Recruitment Chair; Very involved in chapter. 

NEW AWARD: 
Doug Hora ’81 Scholarship ~ Outstanding Brother and Citizen 

Matt Bernard  ~ $1,000
“Exemplifies high standards of brotherhood“

Current Chapter President; Biochemistry Major. 
Summer Live-In Expenses Scholarships ~ $4,500 total allocated
(Help with live-in expenses to support summer 2017 rush program)

Spencer Lubenow; Matt Howard; Julian Dizon; Sean Campbell;
Alec Esterbrook; Mark Toda; and Kenneth Gunning. 

(Partial List – to be expanded)
Academic Achievement Scholarships

($250 for every quarter above a 3.5 GPA)
Spencer Berry  - $750

Eric Hall - $500
Alec Esterbrook - $500

Ken Gunning - $250



THE ALPHAN OF PHI KAPPA PSI AT THE UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON Spring 2017Page 4

State of the Chapter   By Matt Bernard ’15 GP, and Mark Toda ’15 VGP

 On behalf of all the undergraduates, we want to thank the alumni 
who made the new bathrooms possible: Doug McCallum ’58, who 
made the $30,000 challenge, and the 85 alums who more than matched 
him.  The total completely remodeled the 2nd-floor bathroom, and 
with help from House Corps reserves, a single bathroom was added on 
the 3rd floor. Thanks to Matt Anglin ’90 for overall supervision; chef  
Patrick Bryan for supervision of the contractors; and Billy Kerechek 
’04, House Corp. Treasurer, for controlling the finances. Also thanks 
to Blake Adsero (Bruce’s father), of Master Wholesale, for getting 
us all the materials at cost. We can’t thank everyone here, but please 
realize that your support has made these major improvements in the 
chapter house. The alums who visited the Founders Day Open House 
were amazed at how great the bathrooms look!

Grand Plan for Grand Chapter
 At the GAC last July, we won the District VI Chapter Excellence 
Award, which qualified us to compete with the five other districts for 
the Grand Chapter Award. We didn’t win the top award but this is the 
second time in three years that we’ve placed as the best chapter in the 
6th District. This is a “first” for Washington Alpha! Now that we know 
how to compete, we’re aiming to try again for Grand Chapter at the 
2018 GAC in Las Vegas. We’ve expanded three programs to better 
compete: (1) philanthropy/community service; (2) campus & Greek 
community involvement; and (3) academics.  

Philanthropy/Service
 In the judging we were told that the chapter was missing a major 
philanthropy effort. We’ve added a new one: Phi Kappa Spike. It’s 
a volleyball tournament in which sororities support us by competing, 
and we raise funds for The Special Olympics of Western Washington.  
So far this year, through this and other activities (our quesadilla feed 
–— a Greek Community favorite, and Egg-A-Phi Psi), we’ve raised 
over $4,000.  
 Brother Naji Samaha ’16, the current recruitment chair, stays 
involved in Special Olympics by coaching a basketball team for 
Shoreline College. His team won the regional tournament, and placed 
second in the statewide tournament. We’ve increased our annual man-
datory community service hours to 50 per member, mainly with the 
regional branch of the National Fraternity’s partner, the Boys and Girls 
Clubs, Western Washington Division. An example: Several members 
work as event staff for their annual fall auction. We also have a quar-
terly Day-of-Service Program. All of the brothers work as referees and 
drill coaches at Special Olympics events; so far this year, we have held  
football, basketball, track & field, and swimming. All of these events 
do “double duty”— creating brotherhood events and giving back to the 
community.
Campus & Greek Community Involvement
 We’ve made a chapter pledge to be more involved in both campus 
organizations, and the Greek community.  First, we require that every 

member become involved in at least one on-campus club. This past 
quarter, Max Thomas ’16 and Spencer Lubenow ’16 founded a club 
in conjunction with Tableau, a company specializing in Data Visual-
ization, and graphic design. The club is wildly popular, with a waiting 
list for membership.  
 Sexual assault and domestic violence have become major issues in 
the Greek community and at the UW. We have made a chapter pledge 
to increase our awareness and education. We require a mandatory 
6-hour Bystander Training Course before initiation. Pledge training 
also includes new member education. We want to show that our gener-
ation values what it means to call ourselves fraternity gentlemen, mak-
ing society safer for our sisters, friends, and future daughters.  And, of 
course we still have all our involvement with the sororities, helping 
with their philanthropy events, exchanges, and our own social events. 
Academics
 Over the last few quarters, we’ve maintained a chapter GPA of 
roughly 3.3, far from where would like to be. (We won’t know our 
Winter Quarter GPA until about a month into Spring Quarter). To 
help improve grades, we’ve started a program called “Subject Matter 
Experts.” These SMEs are older brothers who provide tutoring and 
homework assistance in their majors, to younger brothers. We also 
maintain a tiered study hours system for brothers who do not attain a 
minimum grade point average. We want to foster the feeling that every 
member, particularly freshmen, can ask for help when they need it. We 
have continued, with great success, our 12-hour Study Challenge. We 
all go to Gowen Hall — 50 to 70 of the brothers studying and tutoring 
one another at the same time, Thursday and Saturday before finals.  
We need more mentors!  
 With each new class, there’s a fresh group of brothers that could 
use “advice and counsel” from an older alumnus like yourself. It 
doesn’t take that much time, and much of it can be done by phone 
once you are acquainted. We can also use more alumni speakers at 
the chapter. Just speaking about your career, your successes and fail-
ures, are educational for us. If you are interested in being a mentor or 
a speaker, contact Steve Murphy ’63, Chapter Advisor (s_e_mur-
phy@hotmail.com), or Evan Clasen ’17, Alumni Relations Chair-
man (evanac123@gmail.com). This program depends on you — we 
need your help! 
Basement Remodel
 Noise from chapter house events is always a problem with neigh-
boring apartments. With financial help from the House Corporation,  
we plan to make the more soundproof basement into a sports bar-style 
gathering space, complete with TV, couches, and bar games.  This will 
change the basement into a valuable space for events with sororities, 
for recruitment, and for summer live-ins.  
Red Rose Formal and Court Competition
 We just returned from our annual Red Rose Ball in Vancouver, 
BC. In addition to the dinner dance, brothers and their dates explored 
Stanley Park, the incredible Vancouver Aquarium, and a brewery tour 
on Granville Island. The event was a phenomenal success and special 
thanks to the seniors who coordinated the trip. The annual Red Rose 
Court is coming up soon. The participating sororities each nominate 
one sister to compete to be selected as our chapter’s Red Rose Girl, 
while raising money for charity. The competition includes a talent 
show, trivia night, and Q&A, all competing before a panel of brothers. 

Special Thanks
 The chapter thanks former GP Zachary Hall ’14, who poured his 
devotion into making Washington Alpha better. The current great State 
of the Chapter is a reflection of his hard work and dedication. 
 Alumni and Parents: If you’d like to see more of what’s happening 
at Washington Alpha, please visit our web site, uwphipsi.com or visit 
us on facebook.com. Come by for Monday night dinner at 5 p.m. — the 
door is always open!

Matt Bernard (left) and Mark Toda
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     My last letter, in the Fall 2015 Alphan, gave 
a brief primer on the chapter house revenue and 
expenses, the house bill, and most importantly, 
the chapter’s need to build a financial reserve. The 
reserve fund is needed to pay for contingencies — 

those unforeseen, hard-to-predict infrastructure repairs and improve-
ments, and the changing needs of the undergraduate membership. A 
reserve is also imperative to “even out” a possible future drop in mem-
bership.  Thanks to the consistent high levels of membership over the 
recent years, we’ve been able to build a financial reserve, invest in the 
property as needed, and also slowly pay down existing debt.
 In the past two years, we’ve built a reserve of approximately 
$70,000. This may seem like a lot of money, but it isn’t. The pending 
need for a new roof and replacement of the heating system will more 
than wipe out that reserve. A drastic drop in membership, which has 
happened in the recent past, can have the same result. For now, we 
have the reserve — that cushion of funds — to weather the unfore-
seen. I’d like to see it kept at this level for awhile, and then gradually 
increase as we get close to needing those large capital investments.  
Bottom line — it’s all dependent on maintaining consistent member-
ship levels. Current and recent members have made this possible.
 While building a reserve has been very important, we continually 
need to invest in the chapter house to support the current undergraduates 
and make it more attractive to future brothers. Our most important 
recent investment has been the complete remodeling of the second- 
floor main bathroom, and adding a small bathroom on the third floor.

 There was no bathroom on the 3rd floor. The addition of the small 
bathroom was important because of the study rooms there and the in-
creased use of the north sleeping porch. It will be even more needed if 
we can afford, in the near future, to convert the original old sleeping 
porch (recently a study room) to individual rooms. 
 As President Matt Bernard men-
tioned in his State-of-the-Chapter letter, 
another large investment from reserves 
will be revitalization of the basement, 
or “the cave” as many will remember 
it. Noise from events is increasingly a 
problem as the chapter house has become 
more closed in by apartments. Using the 
basement helps with that problem.  The 
undergrads want to create a “sports bar” 
atmosphere — large TV, couches, bar 
games, etc.  
 We have also made some smaller 
but important investments in the function 
and safety of the chapter house: a new 
fire alarm control panel; new washers 
and dryers; new hot water heating circulation pumps; new metal fire 
doors as required by the fire marshals; new exterior entry doors — and 
the list goes on. 
 The last, but most important, item is paying down debt — which 
we have achieved in the last two years. At the time of my last report in 
2015, we had a total debt of $715,000, of which $80,000 was old debt 
incurred to pay operating costs when membership slumped in the mid-
90s. (Borrowing was necessary then because there was no reserve.)  
The remainder is our mortgage to purchase the Nelson House annex, 
and refinanced operational debt. (Purchase of the Nelson House in the 
late ’90s was necessary to keep the chapter house from being totally 
boxed in by apartments — it provides housing for a few seniors and 
rents pay for its mortgage.)  
 As of May 2017, 20 months later, we’ve reduced our debt by 
$120,000 to a total of $595,000 — consisting only of our mortgage. I 
focused on aggressively paying down our higher interest operational 
debt, and have now slowed the pace as we build our reserves and in-
vest in the chapter. Each year, we pay off $25,000 of principal through 
our monthly payments.  
 As you can see, managing the chapter finances is a balancing act. 
The financial situation is the best that it has been in over 20 years. 
I’m really proud of how we’ve been able to pay down debt. We have 
to keep this going, while improving the House and making it fit the 
needs of the undergraduates. We are not alone — many other Greek 
houses deal with the same situation. We all know that there will be 
fluctuations in membership and unforeseen expenses. And, none of us 
have the subsidies of state-owned UW dorms. I think every Phi Psi 
alumnus and undergraduate would agree — we gain so much more 
from the fraternity experience. But, to keep Washington Alpha healthy, 
it needs more alumni involvement. The best chapters are those with 
strong alumni support, both in tax-deductible contributions toward 
major projects, and hands-on management of chapter operations. All 
of us need to pitch in to fill those needs!

An Update on Chapter Finances
By Billy Kerechek ’04, CPA 
House Corporation Treasurer

Part of the completely remodeled second-floor bathroom.

 The first phase of the main bathroom, replacing the showers, cost 
about $35,000. The second phase, remodeling the rest of the bathroom, 
plus adding the third-floor bathroom, cost about $85,000. Both phases 
were initially paid out of the chapter reserves. (In order for the $65,000 
alumni contributions to be tax-deductible, they had to be first passed 
through the National Phi Psi Foundation, and then repaid to the 
chapter reserves.) We could not have taken this risk without the alumni 
contributions, which have made these major improvements possible. 

From Nan Streich (mother of Brent Streich ’00): “Just wanted to thank you for not only remembering Brent but also for the nice article you 
wrote about him.  It was a nice present at Christmas time!  We miss him so very much, especially around the holidays.”

From Glenn Olarte ’81: “Thanks for sending me The Alphan with the article about The Doug Hora Scholarship. Doug was a pledge brother, my 
best friend, and Navy buddy.  I live in Panama — please tell the brothers that if they are ever in this country, please look me up.”  (Glenn can be 
reached at glenn.olarte@yahoo.com). 

More Alphan Postscripts:

New single bathroom on 
the third floor.



every upperclassman.  (After initiation, each new member received a 
varnished, engraved ‘trophy’ paddle, given by each Big Brother to his 
Little Brother.)  
 Freshman/sophomore class friendly rivalry was encouraged, with 
a Pledge Sneak that included ‘kidnaping’ a sophomore or two. There 
was always a traditional pledge/sophomore football game. In Saturday 
cleanups, pledges were assigned work details. They worked together to 
get their assigned jobs done then off to the stadium carrying their sack 
lunches to watch the home games.  
 There was a reason for every time-proven rule — and they worked!  
No alcohol or women were allowed above the first floor. It was not par-
ticularly ‘democratic’ — the group did what they were told to do — or 
else. Individuals could always leave if they didn’t like it — but no one 
ever did! Class unity became so strong that you wanted to belong! 

    Pledging lasted for two quarters 
— fall and winter. Pledge “Hell 
Week” was the first week of Spring 
Quarter, followed by initiation. In 
effect, the Week was like a ‘trial’ of 
the class unity — testing the bond 
within the pledge class. Individu-
als were not singled out — almost 
everything was done as a class 
unit. The Pledge Trainer (as he was 
called then) made sure that every 
pledge could pass a written test be-
fore he was initiated.   
   Most alumni from those years 
would admit that it was the high-
light of their freshmen year. Alums 
from the ’40s remember Scavenger 
Hunts; from the ’50s, crazy fire 
drills, the “olive race,” and sopho-
more dinner — the “dinner” was a 
nice euphemism for an awful but 
funny event staged by the sopho-
mores. There were always brothers 

who were the class clowns or kibitzers that added levity to every event.  
As Tom Treece ’57 recalled awhile back, “I’ve never laughed so hard 
in my life!” Some of Hell Week was serious, some of it silly, and above 
all, harmless and memorable. 
 Some of it would now be considered hazing. The problem is 
there’s always the possibility that a faction within a chapter gets “car-
ried away” and loses a sense of purpose.  Hazing is now absolutely for-
bidden.  Hell Week is gone. Even now, chapters have learned the hard 
way that this cannot be violated, and have had their charters suspended 
or cancelled. 
 None of us who were pledges in the years following the War re-
alized where the operating traditions came from — we hadn’t been 
in military service.  Not until we graduated and went on active duty 
(the Draft and mandatory ROTC were still in effect), did we realize 
that pledge training was just a mild version of the military. The strong 
framework of operating that the WWII vets instilled lasted at least an-
other two decades. Obviously, the veterans influenced all fraternities, 
not just Phi Psi. The military draft ended in 1973, and their style of 
operating had already started to disappear for a lot of different reasons 
too complicated to explain here. 
 But, back in “the old days,” discipline and order — and a lot 
of laughter, never hurt anybody! Older alums would probably admit, 
“Those were some of the best years of our lives!”
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Remembering…..

 The first Washington Alpha Founders Day was celebrated Febru-
ary 20, 1915.  Only two years later, in April 1917, the United States 
formally declared war on Germany. Brothers enlisted out of patriotic 
duty. Conscription was also enacted, and by June 1918, only a few 
brothers remained, 68 were on active duty. The War abruptly ended in 
November 1918, and by fall 1919 brothers came flooding back.  
 These young men weren’t the same as when they left — more 
mature, more dedicated to gaining a degree. They took over the run-
ning of the Chapter, applying the military way of doing things.  As one 
chapter correspondent commented then in The Shield, “Jack Swale 
’14 is back as a house man from active duty overseas, and woe unto the 
freshmen that wander from the set rules!” In effect, the pledge class 
was considered “the unit,” the upperclassmen were the “officers,” and 
the sophomores were “in between.” Their style of management was 
passed on through the years, down through to the ’40s and the begin-
ning of World War II. 
 The chapter started 1942 with 70 members, and by March ’43 it 
was down to 30. By April, there were only a few left. Phi Kappa Psi 
was the first of four fraternities requisitioned and leased by the UW as 
off-campus housing, because dorms on campus were being used for 
military trainees. The remaining brothers had to move out to rooming 
houses. The chapter never officially closed, using the chapter room 
for meetings, and continued to pledge men from military training pro-
grams on campus.  

The Effect of Returning Veterans, After Two World Wars . . . .

The Chapter 
House when 
it reopened 
in 1946.

 The house reopened March 1, 1946. Veterans returned, taking 
over management of the chapter. As Jim Slayden ’43 who had been in 
The Battle of the Bulge commented, “When we vets came back in ’46, 
we weren’t kids anymore. We rolled in like a blitzkrieg and took over 
the operation. I was the first House Manager.” They were used to dis-
cipline and order, and reinstated the same military style that had been 
used before the War, with added touches. Mandatory ROTC training 
for freshmen and sophomores added its influence. 
 Much of the pledge training emphasized class unity. Some ex-
amples: Learning all of your classmates’ full names; line-ups before 
chapter dinner (and other occasions) for quizzing on pledge education; 
addressing upperclassmen with “yes sir,” “no sir”; learning and sing-
ing UW fight songs and fraternity songs together; working together on 
Saturday cleanup details; sleeping in a barracks-like sleeping porch 
with strict quiet hours;  making bunk beds with hospital square cor-
ners, and making your bed every morning; learning dining room eti-
quette with upperclassmen sitting at the head of each table; weekly 
room inspections; study hours five days a week (everyone studied in 
their rooms); and much more, all enforced by the paddle.  
 An upperclassman using the paddle was, in effect, a temporar-
ily humiliating but harmless symbol of authority. Each pledge had a 
plain wood paddle, and was supposed to get a signature on it from 

Kenny Taylor ’43 and the 
ship’s bell from his Hell Week 
Scavenger Hunt. (The bell 
has moved with him to every 
house he has owned.)
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Chapter Eternal

Dawg Talk

 John P. Nordin, ’45-466, of Seattle, died April 9, 2017, at age 
91. Born in 1925 on Queen Anne Hill in Seattle, he was a 1943 gradu-
ate of Queen Anne High. He graduated from the University in 1949 
with a major in Zoology and a minor in Chemis-
try. John advanced through the ranks of the Seattle 
King County Health Department until becoming its 
director in 1977. After his “retirement” in 1985, he 
served as interim director for the Snohomish County 
Health District, and continued to work as a consul-
tant for Snohomish County and King County until 
he was 90. He received many awards and honors during his career, 
including the Washington State Environmental Health Association’s 
Outstanding Sanitarian Award in 1977. In 1997, the Environmental 
Health Association changed the name of the award to the John Nor-
din Outstanding Sanitarian Award, and the award is presented yearly. 
John was a loyal Phi Psi and UW alum throughout his life. In January 
2017, he sent a contribution to The Alphan, along with a brief “Dawg 
Talk” note, saying he was “not doing much — only dealing with old 
age and infirmities.” He was a life member of the Swedish Club and 
the Pioneer Association. Survivors include his wife of 70 years, Juanita 
Johnson Nordin; children, Eric Nordin and Valerie Nordin Sanders; 
and three grandchildren. 
 Philip N. Harrington, ’47-502, of Banning, California, died No-
vember 17, 2014, at age 89. He was born in Colorado in 1925 and 
raised in the home of beloved grandparents. At 17, he left high school 
to join the Navy. He joined the Marines and trained as a radioman, 
and went on to active duty in World War II. He participated in the 

liberation of the Philippines. He was honorably 
discharged in 1946, and then served in the Air 
Force Reserves. Phil earned his UW degree in fi-
nance and did postgraduate work at the University 
of Southern California. His career in finance and 
banking began at Glendale Savings and Loan. He 
later moved to Washington, DC, where he was a 

founding member of Freddie Mac. Returning to California, he served 
as president of Westmark Savings Bank in Newport Beach. In 1986, 
he moved to Seattle, where he was executive vice president of Wash-
ington Mutual. In his later years, he served as an expert witness for the 
courts and gave testimony on matters of finance. He is survived by a 
large family, including his wife, Betty; four children; thirteen grand-
children; eight great-grandchildren; and his dog, Lili, whom he loved 
right alongside the rest of the family. 

 Edward J. “Ted” Morse, ’34-283, a lifelong res-
ident of Spokane, Washington, died January 25, 2017. 
At age 101, he was the oldest living alumnus of the 
Washington Alpha Chapter of Phi Kappa Psi. Born in 
Spokane on May 8, 1915, Ted graduated from Lewis & 
Clark High School and attended UW before enlisting 
in the Army Air Corps during World War II. He was a 
supply Captain for a squadron of B-26 bombers in England, and was 
later reassigned to France after D-Day. In civilian life, his entire work-
ing career was with his family-owned business, Jensen-Byrd Compa-
ny. His first job was at age eight, delivering invoices to local customers 
for the price of stamps. Ted was vice president and general manager 
from 1957 until 1980, when he retired. He was preceded in death by 
his first wife, Doris; daughter, Wendy; and stepson, Mark Hoffman. 
He is survived by his second wife, Barbara; three children from his 
first marriage, Richard Morse, David Morse, and Donna Strawn; six 
grandchildren; two great-grandchildren; and two stepchildren, Patricia 
Konzak and Ken Hoffman. Ted and Barbara enjoyed going on cruises  
— favorites were Alaska (five times) and the Panama Canal (twice). 
They also enjoyed spending winters in Hawaii with good friends. Ted 
loved golf and bowling, and he always enjoyed rooting for his sports 
teams, especially the Washington Huskies.

 Richard C. Adams, ’49-531, longtime resident of Mercer Island, 
Washington, died December 12, 2015. He graduated from Highline 
High School in 1948 and from UW in 1953. Following his service in 
the Air Force, Rick was hired by Boeing and spent the next 40 years 
there working in personnel and labor relations. He was a lifelong out-
door enthusiast and enjoyed fishing, hiking, camping, tennis, and sail-
ing. He raised his family on Mercer Island, where he volunteered for 
many community organizations. He is survived by his wife, Cathy; 
daughter, Carrie Sikorski; son, Mike Adams; and four grandchildren. 

 Richard A. Marble, ’41-367, wrote: “Thanks, brother Stan Koha-
gen [’55-657], for your good work with The Alphan. A beautiful new 
retirement home is just opening in your pear orchard. Regards, Dick” 
Dick Marble can be reached at 101 N. 48th Ave., #17B, Yakima, WA 
98908.
 Charles I. Johnson, ’49-545, and his wife, Kathleen, live at 3725 
SW 171st St., Burien, WA 98166. Chuck says he is doing a lot of trav-
eling — “to the medical clinic and pharmacy.” He receives e-mail at 
mariner223@hotmail.com and phone calls at 206-243-8182 or 206-
498-3944. Chuck and Kathleen have a son, Carl.
 Dean L. Weyrick, ’59-744, a retired teacher, does volunteer work 
at a recycling station. He and his wife, Mary (KAQ, UC-Berkeley), 
live at 5 N 78th Ave., Yakima, WA 98908. “It is very nice to read about 
brothers in the 1956-1962 era, and nice to read of the improvements to 
the house,” Dean wrote.
 Stephen E. Murphy, ’63-832, shared a review of his book, On the 
Edge: An Odyssey, by Eagle Harbor Books. The commentary notes, 
“The author outlines hopes and dreams, and why he chose courses of 
action, despite head winds at the time. The author peppers chapters 
with ‘turning points’ and asks readers what choice they might take. His 
book is both a walk down memory lane for boomers, and an instructive 
tale for young professionals seeking a life of meaning and adventure. 
For those of faith, it’s an odyssey worth reading.” Steve can be reached 
at P.O. Box 15155, Seattle, WA 98115, or s_e_murphy@hotmail.com.
 Richard L. Clasen, ’83-1247, wrote: “We are so proud to announce 
two big events related to the chapter. Our son, Evan, was recently initi-
ated [1847], and we awarded the FIRST Douglas Hora Scholarship in 
2017! Rich and his wife, Dionne (CW-UW ’83), also have a daughter, 
Katie (AGD). The family home is at 21424 Blue Jay Pl., Mt. Vernon, 
WA 98274.  

To Paul Wineman ’55, from Stan Kohagen ’55:
“You’ll be interested to know that I received a phone call from Dick 
Marble ’41, in Yakima.  He called (getting my phone number from 
the Alum Directory, which you paid for) to tell me that Washington 
Alpha’s oldest living alum, Ted Morse ’34, recently passed away, at 
101 years old.  These two kept regular contact over the years.  They 
had both been in the House after the War, returning from active duty, 
and stayed friends. Dick is 95 and still very sharp! (Dick can be 
reached at marb1@charter.net). Now the oldest living alum is Paul 
Sather ’38, Kentfield, CA. Dick also knew Paul and is going to find 
out his status and report back.  So, you see, the Directory gets good 
use! I also recently checked in on Del Cyr ’46 who, at 91, is going 
strong. He’s been blind in one eye for many years, and can no longer 
drive, but he swims every day.  He’s now living with his 93-year-old 
sister here in Palm Springs.”

Postscript . . . .  
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2016 Honor Roll of Contributors
 Grateful thanks to the brothers and friends listed below, who donated a total of $8,453 to support alumni communications in 2016. Thanks also 
to the brothers who have already launched the 2017 program year with their donations. Your support makes the award-winning Alphan possible!
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Name   Init. Yr. & No.
E. Lamont McDonald 40 355
Richard A. Marble 41 367
Richard S. Zahniser 42 389
William E. Blecken 42 402
Marvin M. Duncan 44 441
John P. Nordin 45 466
B. Ferguson Crisler 46 476
C. Del Cyr 46 477
Don W. Davis 47 490
Robert B. Edgers 49 533
Kenneth D. Graham, Jr. 49 535
John D. Slade 49 544
Charles I. Johnson 49 545
Alvin C. Leonard, Jr. 51 571
Charles A. Berst, Jr. 51 578
John E. Largis 51 585
George L. Salmi, Jr. 52 606
Hallack W. Greider 52 609
Douglas E. Chatfield 53 619
Karl T. House 53 621
Donald K. McCandless 53 622
Earl S. Thygeson 53 627
Benjamin R. Simkins 54 637
RADM (Ret) D.B. Cargill 55 651
Robert R. Elwood 55 653
Harold W. Hoggatt 55 655
R. Stan Kohagen 55 657
J. Corey McMillan 55 659
David N. Milburn 55 660
Thomas O. Millett 55 661
Charles R. Olmstead 55 663
Paul R. Wineman 55 669
Frederick B. Hayes 55 670
J. Fred Holmes 56 684
Lee A. James 56 685
John R. Sahr 56 688
Edmund P. Jensen 56 695
William S. Moser 56 697
Curtis R. Tenzler, Jr. 56 698
William M. McCallum 57 700
Robert D. Pollock 57 701

George H. Richardson 57 702
Thomas M. Treece 57 704
Jack Moldenhour 57 708
Clinton C. Viebrock 57 709
Ralph L. Hawkins, Jr. 58 720
Gary A. Michels 58 725
Jerard D. Oflock 59 742
Dean L. Weyrick 59 744
Clarke H. Hurlbut 59 748
David F. Suter 59 750
Neil W. Botting 60 754
Robert W. Chamberlain 60 756
Robert W. Frazier 60 757
Thomas H. Swim 60 766
W. Jack Burk 60 770
Robert A. Clampett 60 772
David G. Bezanilla 61 775
David B. King 61 781
Edward A. Lawrence 61 782
David A. Sylling 61 786
Clark H. Mounsey 61 790
Michael L. Stein 62 793
Joseph L. Bigas 62 796
Carl R. Christophersen, Jr. 62 799
John G. Crawford, Jr. 62 800
William R. Creech 63 824
John M. Drath 63 826
John R. Hemphill 63 828
Jeffrey A. Howard 63 829
Loren C. Jangaard 63 830
Stephen E. Murphy 63 832
Steven P. Thronsen 63 836
Arthur C. Tokin 63 837
Allan M. Cady 64 848
Louis H. Goldmann 64 852
Thomas W. Malone 65 866
Robert M. Moch 65 877
Steven S. Marquard 66 892
Peter L. Osborne 66 900
David R. Pollard 66 905
David C. Kilbourn 67 907
William B. Kitts 68 924

Patrick W. Rinn 69 953
John W. Larson 69 962
Kyle J. Crews 70 980
Jeffrey A. Sherry 70 985
Jonathan J. Hurst 71 999
Craig P. Caldwell 71 1005
Greg A. Rowland 72 1021
Michael R. Grimes 72 1034
David C. Reeves 75 1093
Richard J. Noeltner 75 1100
Dale N. Hackney 76 1120
Alan M. Bernstein 77 1136
Timothy P. McCourt 78 1147
D. Patrick Bertrand 78 1155
Gary P. Bosworth 78 1160
Steven A. Fawthrop 79 1178
Christopher T. Browne 79 1179
Richard L. Clasen 83 1247
Daryn R. Klinginsmith 86 1306
James D. Boyle 88 1335
Richard S. Yu 89 1361
W. Edward Hatzenbeler 90 1383
Chad R. Barnes 90 1386
David W. Auckland 93 1446
Robert J. Rosler 94 1459
Anthony B. Wiegering 94 1460
Michael C. Archuleta 95 1488
Brandon T. Schaefer 96 1495
Scott A. Hacker 98 1512
Jeffrey R. Thompson 00 1540
Brenton A. Streich  in memoriam 00 1547
Bob & Nan Streich
Oley A. Mizik 03 1598
Brandon J. Williams 05 1622
H. Dale O’Neil, Jr. 15 1820 

2017
Robert W. Chamberlain 60 756
W. Jack Burk 60 770
David B. King 61 781

 In January 2017, delegates from Washington Alpha 
joined more than 100 brothers from Sixth District chapters at 
UCLA for the inaugural Regional Officer Training Program. 
In total, over three weeks, the National Fraternity hosted eight 
regional conferences.  Michael Morin, Loyola ’11, National 
Director of Chapter Services, led the program.
 The purpose of the conference was to do what the name 
suggests: to train four officers, three committee chairmen, 
and the advisor from each district chapter in their roles within 
their chapter.   
 The program allowed brothers to learn about the expecta-
tions of the National Fraternity, ask questions about Fraternity 
initiatives, and interact and learn from brothers within their 
region. 
 As chapter advisor Steve Murphy ’63 commented, 
“Bringing Phi Psis together to share ‘best practices’ is al-
ways a plus! Kudos on a well run, informative conference!” 

UCLA Regional Conference Emphasizes “Best Practices”

Conference attendees from Washington Alpha (L-R): Matt Bernard, GP; 
Ken Gunning, Fraternity Educator; Jim Boyle, National SWGP; Steve 
Murphy, Chapter Advisor; and Mark Toda, VGP. 


