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 I often tell a story to undergraduates about the 
power of saying “yes” to opportunities, because 
there are often remarkable events that occur when 
such opportunities are seized that will never be real-
ized if one says “no thanks” instead.
 Twenty-eight years ago, I started my incred-
ible journey in the fraternity at Washington Alpha 
because I said “yes”: to walking through the front 
door of the Chapter House for a rush event; to run-
ning for Archon of District VI in July 1989; and to 
serving as a member of the Fraternity’s Staff in June 
1992.
	 The	Chapter	 and	National	 offices	 that	 I	 have	
held since then, and the Brothers that I have met and 
worked	with,	have	had	a	profoundly	beneficial	ef-
fect on me, building a foundation for the challenges 
now as National President. I owe Phi Kappa Psi and 
Washington Alpha an enormous debt of gratitude, 
and I am humbled to be able to repay some of that 
debt by serving as National President for the 2016-
2018 biennium.
	 Our	 Fraternity	 is	 building	 incredible	 benefits	
for our undergraduate members. Two years ago in 
2014, the Executive Council created a long-term 
Strategic Plan as a core to these buildout efforts and 
to establish core values. Let me elaborate on the 
plan’s cornerstones:
Undergraduate Development and Programming:
“Create a distinct advantage in life for our under-
graduates” through:
(1) Academic achievement; (2) leadership training; 
and (3) community service/philanthropy.  
(1) Academic Achievement
 The fraternity must do a substantially better job 
of coaching students to academic success, motivat-
ing them to want better grades. Now, fewer than 
17% of our chapters have a GPA in their campus 
top quartile; over 26% fall in the bottom quartile. 
The Fraternity must set higher expectations and cre-
ate an environment to foster academic achievement, 
and our expectation is that every one of our chapters 
will function in the top quartile of the host campus.

(2) Leadership Training
 Now fraternity programming coaches only a 
paltry 1-4% of the membership annually — about 
150-300 men each year. Current initiatives to 
train chapter-level alumni leadership — advisors, 
advisory committees, House Corporation members, 
and mentors — is woefully below Greek industry 
standards.
 The Strategic Plan expects leadership coach-
ing of at least 1,500 members annually by 2020, 
upwards of 20% of the membership. Success will 
require	significant	efforts	from	staff,	professional	as-
sistance, volunteers, and training attendees. As we 
build this programming system, we are also building 
the funding mechanisms to support top-level pro-
gramming. 
(3) Community Service/Philanthropy
 The fraternity was founded on the guiding 
principle: “The Great Joy of Serving Others.” The 
principle remains true, but the commitment to com-
munity service at the chapter level is way too low.  
Chapters on average are only providing one hour per 
month per member of community service. Too much 
time is spent helping sororities raise money for their 
causes, for which our chapters receive no credit. The 
objective is 180,000 hours of community service 
from the 105 chapters annually — raising the bar to 
nearly three hours per month per member. This goal 
can be reached through the fraternity’s partnership 
with the Boys & Girls Clubs of America, as well as 
other similar community organizations. There has 
to be a balance between social obligations with the 
sororities and community service, if we are to meet 
this objective. 
Chapter Development and Growth
“Advance Vital and Healthy Chapters Achieving 
Excellence” —
 Through increased membership levels and re-
tention; academic achievement; health and wellness; 
campus	 involvement;	 financial	 stability;	 housing	
stability and safety; and alumni advisory teams and 
mentoring.
(1) Health and Well-being
 Simply stated — helping members make 
healthy choices and eliminate instances of chapter 
misconduct. We have created a Standards Team — a 
team of specialized staff members who will focus 
on working with distressed chapters and those with 
disciplinary issues. 
(2) Member Recruitment
 The Executive Council has undertaken two core 
initiatives: First, we have partnered with Launch-
Point Solutions to provide recruitment training for 
20 chapters this biennium to provide recruitment 
plans. If this works, the program will be expanded. 
Overall the objective is to grow national member-
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ship 5% per year for the 
next	five	years.	Focus	will	
also be on training Colo-
ny members and their ad-
visory teams. 
(3) Housing
     For housed chapters, 
self-owned or university-

owned, the operation of a safe, healthy, and 
comfortable house is critical to achieving all 
the other objectives of the Strategic Plan. 

Alumni Development and Training
“Forge a Stronger Lifelong Connection 
Among Alumni”
 Historically, this has been the most 
underserved aspect of the Fraternity, even 
though the number of alumni far exceeds 
the undergraduate population. This effort 
focuses on three initiatives:

(1) Leadership Support
 It is an understatement to say that alum-
ni support for our programs has been his-
torically “underwhelming.” Currently, over 
98% of the Fraternity’s operating budget is 
supported by undergraduate dues and fees.  
We can change that model, and we must do 
if the Fraternity is to raise itself to a higher 
level.	We	are	“nonprofit”	—	undergraduate	
fees are not enough to raise our programs to 
target levels. We need tax-deductible alumni 

contributions to offer more programming to 
Washington Alpha. To this end, the Foun-
dation has launched its Chapter Leadership 
Fund (see http://chapterleadershipchal-
lenge.pkpfoundation.org/site/TR?fr_
id=1060&pg=entry) to support the Chapter, 
and I urge each of you — humbly — to sup-
port Washington Alpha’s efforts to provide 
resources for educating and developing our 
young members. What a small price to pay 
in saying thanks to Washington Alpha!
(2) Alumni Engagement
 A chapter with strong alumni support 
results in a strong, well-established chapter. 
The result — a better fraternity experience 
that is self-perpetuating. To contribute to 
this, the Executive Council has required 
each chapter to build an Advisory Team, 
providing	 five	 advisors	 in	 core	 areas	 of	
chapter operation. As my term progresses, 
the objective will be to fully develop and 
train each Chapter Advisory Team and House 
Corporation Board. (This was announced in 
the spring 2016 Alphan — the Washington 
Alpha	Advisory	Team	has	now	been	filled,	
but we always welcome those who want to 
share their wisdom and experience.)
(3) Deepen Professional Networks
 One of the most valuable aspects of 
our brotherhood is what I term “the verti-
cal fraternity”: Connecting with brothers of 

all ages, old and young, not just with your 
classmates. You gain, other alumni gain, and 
young undergraduates gain from involve-
ment with each other. Mentoring a young un-
dergraduate is an easy way to get reconnect-
ed. Personally, I have gained immeasurably, 
and I can think of so many other alums who 
have confessed, “I wish that I had stayed in-
volved in the chapter (alumni) after gradua-
tion — I would have gained so much.” 
 To this end, the Executive Council will 
promote Alumni Associations: (1) build the 
prominence of Alumni Associations and their 
Founders Day celebrations, (2) develop out-
reach through alumni receptions held in as-
sociation with regional and college frater-
nity events, and (3) inspire affinities through 
initiatives such as The Military Shield of 
Honor Society, and the GP Society Pin.

 This Strategic Plan is the roadmap for 
the initiatives and programs we are pursu-
ing for this biennium and far into the future. 
There are so many exciting opportunities for 
the fraternity and its members to grow. 
 I look forward to serving this biennium 
as National President. And I hope you all 
will join me in saying “yes” to the opportu-
nities before Washington Alpha!  We’re very 
blessed and fortunate, and saying thanks is 
an easy thing to do!

Goals and Objectives for the Fraternity

Nineteen brothers attended the GAC in New York, winning the Man-Mile Award for the largest number traveling the greatest distance to 
the convention. From left: Nate Stockman ’13, Steve Murphy ’63, Spencer Berry ’16, Kyle Sant ’11, Tony Wiegering ’94, Bryce Hobbs ’11, 
SWGP Jim Boyle ’88, Tim McCourt ’78, Billy Kerechek ’04 (holding Man/Mile Award), Zach Hall ’14, Colt Fry ’01, Sean Underwood ’15, 
Brad Phillips ’89, Brandon Donaldson ’14, Matt Anglin ’90, Dan Menday ’08, Adam Lobdell ’02, and Cameron Mielke ’13. Not pictured: 
Paul Wineman ’55.

Chairman and Chapter Advisor: Steve Murphy ’63
Membership and Recruitment: Joe Pruss ’81; Craig Nishizaki ’88 
Fraternity Education and University Relations: Ryan Johnston ’05

Mentoring: Matthew Donegan-Ryan ’02        
Risk Management: Bryce Hobbs ’14

Finance and Liaison to the House Corporation: Bruce Adsero ’12
Liaison to Alumni Association: Mark Coker ’82

Community Outreach: Nick Armitage ’14
Faculty Advisor – Still to be filled

Many thanks to our brothers for serving in these important roles!

Chapter Alumni Advisory Committee

Mark Your Calendar!
2017 FOUNDERS DAY
University Faculty Club
Saturday, March 4, 2017
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State of the Chapter   By Zach Hall ’14 GP, and Alec Azure ’15 VGP

Successful Recruitment Efforts!
 Recruitment Chairmen Mark Toda ’15, Sean Underwood ’15, 
and Robbie Schab ’15 worked hard this summer to produce a great 
group of 30 potential new Phi Psis, 21 of whom pledged this fall quar-
ter. The remaining 9 will pledge during the winter quarter. Eager and 
ready to get involved in the chapter, these new men have worked to-
gether to draft strong goals for their pledge class. Their goals include  
maintaining a GPA above the chapter’s average, planning and execut-
ing a project to improve the overall quality of the chapter house, en-
suring they each qualify for initiation at the beginning of the winter 
quarter, and joining an on-campus club. “It’s an exciting time for us,” 
remarked pledge class president Cameron Vega ’17, “and we want to 
cultivate an environment where we can succeed.” The rest of us are 
thrilled to welcome these enthusiastic men into our brotherhood. 
 As always, if you’d like any of our Recruitment Chairmen to con-
tact an individual you know about joining the chapter, please contact 
Mark Toda at toda.mark@gmail.com.

GAC in NYC
 This summer’s Grand Arch Council was an active, lively parade 
of fraternity spirit. Brothers Cameron Mielke ’13, Nate Stockman 
’13, Brandon Donaldson ’14, Zach Hall ’14, Sean Underwood 
’15, and Spencer Berry ’16 made up our chapter’s undergraduate 
delegation, and participated in various committee meetings regarding 
the Fraternity’s current state of affairs and programming initiatives. 
Brothers Matt Anglin ’90, Tony Wiegering ’94, chapter advisor Steve 
Murphy ’63, Kyle Sant ’11, and Bryce Hobbs ’11 were among our 
dedicated alumni leadership who joined us. Outside of long, engaging 
meetings, we all enjoyed evenings touring New York City. Highlights 
include the President’s Reception aboard the USS Intrepid and a New 
York Mets game at Citi Field. 
 Our chapter was proud of the awards we received for our 
accomplishments in the past biennium. Washington Alpha Chapter 
received the Woodrow Wilson Award for Scholastic Achievement, 
for our outstanding academic successes, and the District VI Chapter 
Excellence Award,	which	qualified	us	to	compete	for	the	title	of	Grand	
Chapter. We also received the Man-Mile Award in recognition of our 
large delegation of alumni and student brothers covering the greatest 
distance to get to New York City.
 When all was said and done, Washington Alpha did not receive 
the prestigious Grand Chapter title. Even so, we left the Grand Arch 
Council with our heads held high, already drawing up plans for our 
next go at the Fraternity’s top award. The next Grand Arch Council is 
scheduled for the summer of 2018 in Seattle, Washington. Let’s be sure 
to show the greater Fraternity how Washington Alpha Chapter does it! 

VGP Alec Azure ’15 (left) holds the Woodrow Wilson Award 
for Scholastic Achievement, and GP Zach Hall ’14 holds the 
District VI Chapter Excellence Award, presented to Washing-
ton Alpha Chapter at the 2016 GAC in New York City. 

Community Service and Philanthropy
 Our most exciting feat of the year, thus far, has certainly been our 
initiatives in service and philanthropy. In the fourth week of the quar-
ter,	 the	brothers	of	 the	chapter	organized	our	first	annual	Phi	Kappa	
Spike competition within the university’s Greek community, geared 
to raise money and awareness for our amazing new partner, Special 
Olympics Washington. A number of sorority chapters joined our cause, 
dedicating volleyball teams that competed with each other for a chance 
at winning Phi Kappa Spike. By the end of the week, we raised over 
$5,000 for the Special Olympics and helped spread the word to our 
Greek friends about the inspiring work Special Olympics Washington 
does. The success of Phi Kappa Spike energized the brothers of the 
chapter for this quarter’s Day of Service. Once again, we contributed 
more	than	60	volunteers	to	run	a	flag-football	tournament	in	late	No-
vember. Visit our Facebook page, Phi Kappa Psi at the University of 
Washington, to see us at work. 

Retreat Yields “Grand Plan” to Achieve Grand Chapter 
 Before school begins each fall, the chapter gets together at our 
annual Chapter Retreat to discuss goals and initiatives for the coming 
year. This year, we opted for an all-chapter camping trip at Camano 
Island State Park, about an hour north of Seattle. The retreat gave 
us an ideal setting for no-stress, productive committee meetings and 
conversations about our goals — as well as time for lounging on the 
beach or playing football. This year in particular, we focused on our 
“Grand Plan” for Grand Chapter. The plan involves three major steps: 
(1) Each member of the chapter will get involved with an organization 
on campus; (2) We will expand our relationship with Special Olympics 
Washington, by helping to raise money and spread awareness of this 
amazing organization; and (3) We want to increase our supportive lo-
cal alumni network by hosting quarterly receptions where graduates 
can return to speak to the chapter about the professional world. 
 Comments, questions, or input from our alumni regarding  our 
“Grand Plan” to achieve Grand Chapter are welcome. Please feel free 
to contact Chapter President Zach Hall at zdhall1994@gmail.com.

Coming Soon! 
 We’re happy to announce that the rest of the bathroom remodel is 
scheduled for the winter break. The chapter is really excited about this 
one! 

The winning team from Zeta Tau Alpha Sorority, that alone raised 
more than $1,000 for Special Olympics Washington.
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Remembering…..
Nathan Arreola Kentlake HS Kent, WA
Nicholas Beine Ferris HS Spokane, WA
Anthony Cessna Meade HS Spokane, WA
Austin Chen Intl. School of Beijing Ann Arbor, MI
Evan Clasen Mount Vernon HS Mount Vernon, WA
Guillermo Condemarin Bothell HS Bothell, WA
Alexander Fischer RAL HS Longview, WA
Thomas Franklin Sam Barlow HS Gresham, OR
Jacob Greatorex Kalama HS Kalama, WA
Richard Lim Emerald Ridge HS Puyallup, WA
Drew Lister Morristown HS Morristown, NJ
Anthony Newsome-Moffa Olympia HS Olympia, WA
Nicholas Nordlie Ballard HS Seattle, WA
Mason Ou Mount Si HS Snoqualmie,WA
Cabel Pollock Ferndale HS Blaine, WA
Andrew Ray The Bear Creek School Redmond, WA
Raghuvir Reddy B.D. Somani Intl. School Mumbai, India
Paul Ressler Eastlake HS Sammamish, WA
Makoto Take Raisbeck Aviation HS Seatac, WA
Cameron Vega Camas HS Camas, WA
Alexander Wong Henry J. Kaiser HS Honolulu, HI
  

Welcome, 2016 Fall Pledges! 

 On November 19, 1987, Washington Alpha lost a great 
brother, friend, and leader, Lt. Douglas Alton Hora. Doug 
was	a	Navy	flight	officer	on	a	routine	mission	over	the	Indian	
Ocean. A plaque in his honor hangs in the chapter house library. 
We seek to create a perpetual memorial in his honor, an un-
dergraduate scholarship. Those of us who knew and lived with 
Doug remember his personality, determination, and positive 
approach	to	life,	and	his	burning	desire	to	fly	jets.	He	exempli-
fied	a	leader	in	our	brotherhood	and	in	his	life.		
 We are initiating a campaign to fund an annual scholarship 
in honor of Doug Hora through the Phi Kappa Psi Foundation. 
The same ideals that characterized Doug will be recognized in 
future undergraduates through the scholarship:
	 •		Dedication	and	service	to	country	and/or	community
	 •		Embodiment	of	the	spirit	of	a	Phi	Psi	brother
	 •		Academic	excellence
	 •		A	demonstrated	passion	for	pursing	lifetime	goals
 Total funds of $25,000 are required to fund an annual scholarship. Presently, we 
have pledged $15,000. We are looking for brothers willing to join us with a minimum 
of $10. Whether it’s one donor or 100 needed to reach our goal, we are determined to 
honor	Doug.	Pledges	can	be	fulfilled	over	a	period	of	up	to	five	years,	although	some	
may choose a one-time contribution. The sooner we reach the $25,000 goal, the quick-
er we can fully fund the scholarship. Once it is funded, we will form a small committee 
of	brothers	to	participate	in	the	annual	awarding	process.	Our	goal	is	to	award	the	first	
Doug Hora Memorial Scholarship at the 2017 Founders Day celebration on March 4. 
	 Help	us	build	 an	everlasting	 legacy	 to	our	 fallen	brother,	who	exemplified	 the	
spirit and love of Phi Kappa Psi, and love for his country, for which he gave his life. 
Please contact the undersigned: 

Joe Pruss,’81-1204
joe.pruss@comcast.net

Glenn Olarte,’81-1220
glenn.olarte@yahoo.com

Rich Clasen,’83-1247
rich.clasen@frontier.com

Brothers Seek to Establish Scholarship
In Honor of Lt. Douglas Hora, ’81-1205

Saturday, March 4, 2017
2017 FOUNDERS DAY

University Faculty Club

 It is hard to believe that 14 years have passed 
since Brent died. Almost 300 new young alums and 
undergrads have been initiated since. That brass plaque 
in the old Computer Lab tells the story of what hap-

pened November 18, 2002. 
Brent had called his mother, 
Nan, early in the morning; 
he had a terrible headache 
that wouldn’t go away — he 
didn’t know what to do. He 
suddenly stopped talking. 
His father, Bob, called the 
house landline number; luck-
ily, one of the brothers who 
was awake was the House 
Manager, who had a master 

key.	The	brothers	found	Brent	on	the	floor,	unrespon-
sive. He had suffered the rupture of a massive brain 
aneurysm and cardiac arrest. Through quick thinking 
and action, they were able to get him to Harborview 
Hospital, where he was revived long enough for his 
parents to get over from Spokane before he died. He 
was 22 years old. 
 In 2003, The Brent Streich Perpetual Memo-
rial Scholarship - Senior of the Year was announced 
at that Founders Day. Since then, the chapter has 
awarded $18,500 to 14 outstanding senior under-
graduates. 
 Brent’s family knew that he loved the Fraternity. 
Nan and Bob, his sister, Joslin, and brother, Robert, 
came to the Cabo chapter retreat the following spring. 
Bob spoke in a session with brothers and their parents, 
which required a lot of fortitude. The plaque in the 
chapter house should be a constant reminder — take 
care of yourself — you are not indestructible. The 
cause of Brent’s death had nothing to do with risky 
behavior. But it is still a reminder that there can be 
a price to pay for taking unnecessary risks with your 
life: like binge drinking, drunk driving, or drugs. The 
human body has limits on its tolerance — even when 
we are in our 20s.
 Paul Wineman still smiles when he recalls the 
first	 time	 he	 met	 Brent	 in	 his	 sophomore	 year.	 	 He	
asked him: “What’s your GPA?” — “3.86.” “What’s 
your major?” — “Applied Mathematical Computa-
tional Sciences.”  That was the end of Paul’s usual 
questioning, and the beginning of a long mentoring re-
lationship. Brent was a senior, highly intelligent, well-
liked, and a good friend to everyone. He had many 
interests, and plans after his graduation. He was a whiz 
with computers and had been responsible for setting 
up and maintaining the computer lab. That’s the reason 
his brass plaque is there. (Now, with the advent of per-
sonal laptops and IPads, the lab is a study area.)  
 Brent would now be 35 years old. His family has 
moved on, but his death created a permanent void.  
Joslin is married — she has a two-year old daughter, 
and another child on the way. Robert was married last 
summer. 
 Brother Brent — there has to be a lesson in 
your loss.  You cannot be forgotten. 

Brenton Andrew Martin Streich, ’00-1547
March 28, 1980 - November 18, 2002

Lt. Doug Hora ’81 
Navy Flight Officer
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Remembering…..

 His original design included sun porches on the east end, one on 
the	first	floor	off	the	living	room,	another	on	the	2nd	floor.	Sun	porches	
were popular then and the house had an unobstructed view to the east, 
of	 the	 Cascades,	 Lake	Washington,	 and	Mt.	 Rainier.	The	 first	 floor	
porch, entered through double doors in the living room wood panel-
ing,	remained	in	the	finished	design,	and	included	outdoor	furniture.	
Evidently, with Seattle’s wet weather, it didn’t get much use, and ever 
since has just been used for storage. 
	 The	design	also	included	a	room	and	bath	on	the	third	floor,	later	
nicknamed The Penthouse, for live-in houseboys, paid by room-and-
board, to work the kitchen and dining room. Hiring outside labor is 
hard to understand now — it ended around 1941. The Penthouse would 
later become a room reserved for upperclassmen, and more recently, 
the Computer Lab, with the bathroom mysteriously removed, presum-
ably to make the room larger.  
  Up until the ’62 wing was built, providing more available rooms, 
almost half of the chapter were “town men,” living at home in close-in 
bedroom communities. They had to — there weren’t enough rooms.  
As urban sprawl continued, however, more brothers needed and want-
ed to “live-in,” with the result that few freshmen live at home now.  

 Alums from classes up to the early 1960s will remember the 
kitchen pantry room. After classes, we all usually made a beeline to 
the kitchen. The door was usually locked mid-day, and the cook at the 
time, Bob Ashford, would usually be sitting on his high stool. Imagine 
trumpeter Louie Armstrong (without the trumpet) with a white cook’s 
hat and apron, and a toothy grin, and you get the picture! We’d plead 
through the little window in the door to be let in to get a snack. He’d 
look at us, mouthing an emphatic “N-O!” But he usually relented, with 
some remark like, “You better not make a mess!” and some other un-
printable admonition.  
 Pardon my digression while I mention a little more about Bob. He 
was	a	black,	semi-retired	Northern	Pacific	Railroad	chef,	and	worked	
at the house during the school year, from 1952 to 1968, longer than 
any chef before or since. He ran a “tight ship” in the kitchen and dining 
room. 

 Dozens of chefs have worked the kitchen, but Bob Ashford 
was so much more than that.	He	was	a	surrogate	father	figure,	friend,	
party chaperone, loaner of money and even his car, teacher of personal 
standards and the need for racial equality, when there was none. The 
outstanding example of this was when Bob and his wife, Hazel, chap-
eroned the 1958 Spring Formal at the Seattle Tennis Club, and the 
manager refused them entry, saying, “You can’t bring those people in 
here!” The	chapter	officers	objected,	and	the	manager	relented.	Most	
of us didn’t know what had happened until afterward. Bob and his wife 
knew	the	significance:	the	first	time	that	a	black	man	and	his	wife	were	
admitted as guests to this prestigious private club. (The current chef, 
Patrick Bryan,	does	a	great	job	of	fulfilling	the	need	for	good	food	
plus supervision.) 
 The addition of the ’62 wing resulted in the most changes in 
the physical house:	 a	 second	sleeping	porch	on	 the	 top	floor,	more	
rooms	on	the	second	floor,	and	a	party	room	on	the	main	floor.	
  Other changes were made at the same time: Ashford’s kitchen 
pantry room was removed to increase the size of the dining room, and 
provide space for another big dining table. The guest room and bath 
off the mezzanine, always nicely decorated by the Mothers Club, was 
removed	 to	 become	 a	 guest	 bathroom.	The	 back	 phone	 booth/guest	
cloak room was removed to provide for the hall between the mezz and 
bottom	floor	of	the	new	wing	—	the	party	room.	A	room	at	the	east	end	
of	the	old	sleeping	porch	on	the	third	floor	(nicknamed	The	Top-of-the-
Mark) was removed and Room 4 on the second deck was reduced in 
size	to	allow	for	an	east	end	fire	escape	stairway.	Room	4	had	been	the	
largest	room	on	the	second	floor,	with	a	sweeping	view	of	the	lake,	and	
on a warm day received aromatic whiffs from the UW Garbage Dump 
below, which later became the North Parking Lot. 
 The walk-in cooler was moved from the bottom of the back stairs 
(now the House Manager’s storage room) up to the north end of the 
kitchen. The cook’s room and bath was reduced in size to make room 
for	the	north	fire	escape	stairs	in	the	new	wing.	(At	times,	cooks	had	
lived in that room.) 
 With the removal of “Toad Hall” — the old annex house, the new 
north ‘L’ wing created a large open space that would become a sports 
court. (We are the only UW fraternity with that much open space.) 

 Fall Quarter, up until the mid-1970s, started with Work 
Week, followed by Formal Rush Week. Formal Rush allowed the 
fraternities to present themselves at their very best. Rick Adams ’49 
once commented: “When I walked in the front door of the house for a 
rush dinner date, I said to myself  — This is where I want to belong!”  
(Many more made the same comment.)  
 Greeted by the brothers dressed in their best, lined up on the walk-
way	to	the	front	door,	entering	to	the	rosy	glow	from	the	amber	flame	
light bulbs in the chandeliers, the shiny red waxed tile mezzanine, the 
red spiral staircase, oriental rugs, red leather furniture, the living room 
wood paneling and beamed ceiling, the big dining tables all set with 
white table cloths and silverware — it all presented a very welcoming 
sight.
 Once a month, the mezz was cleaned with Big Bertha, the rotary 
buffer, and then polished with several coats of red wax. The result was 
a	shiny,	rich	red.	Amber	flame	bulbs	aren’t	made	anymore,	neither	is	
red	wax	 for	 the	mezzanine	 tile.	The	 comfy	 red	 leather,	 down-filled	
cushions that had been on the living room couches and chairs for about 
50 years are gone — replaced with vinyl because the leather was too 
expensive to maintain.       Continued on page 8  

  The Chapter and Things That Used To Be . . . .
We all have our own personal history of living in the fraternity — memories of the house, the 
activities, the parties. Subtle changes have happened over the years, and here are some of them. 

 George Vernon Russell ’25 reduced construction costs by de-
signing	 the	chapter	house	 to	fit	 the	 foundation	of	 the	original	house	
that burned in 1929.  The basement is the original, with changed inte-
rior walls.  The chute door for the old coal furnace is still in the wall in 
what was the coal storage room, now the weight room.   

Russell’s original design drawing showing the two sun porches
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Alphan Postscripts  From alums, parents, undergrads, and others…

From Austin Miller ’15:
“Pennys4Change	is	going	to	live	on	and	continue	to	grow	after	my	graduation!	We’re	going	to	our	first	Giving	Trip	in	August	to	volunteer	and	
purchase school supplies for a charity organization in Puerto Vallarta, Mexico. I start with Hitachi Consulting in September.” (Austin founded 
the charity, which collects small change from contributors, and combines the funds to buy school supplies for organizations helping needy 
children in Mexico and Central America.)

 June 25, 2016, marked the return of the traditional Washing-
ton Alpha Golf Tournament. Held at The Golf Club at Redmond 
Ridge, a small but enthusiastic group of alums was treated to 
sunny skies, great views, true greens, and a cold beverage or 
two.
 Kevin McCourt’s golf skills were in full display for the day — 
his 74 score was the low round of the day.
 A big “Thanks!” to Bryce Hobbs for providing all of the great 
prizes, courtesy of Cobra Puma Golf. We look forward to teeing 
up next spring — the Golf Tournament date will be announced at 
Founders Day.

Phi Psis Tee Off: The Spring Golf Tournament

Organizers of the chapter golf tournament (L-R): John Tyrpak ’82, 
Mark Coker ’82, Brian Thorp ’02, Kevin McCourt ’83, and Bryce 
Hobbs ’11.

 When UW classmates observed to Stephen E. Murphy ’63-832: “You’ve led an interesting life — 
write it down,” in late March, he took their advice and “began a marathon” to write this memoir in time for 
his	UW	Class	of	1966	50-Year	Reunion,	October	20,	2016.	After	getting	rejected	five	times	by	publishers,	
Murphy successfully self-published his book via Amazon in late September. The memoir highlights how Phi 
Psi provided “refuge” to brother Murphy after early withdrawal from Harvard Business School, and how Phi 
Psi’s Columbia chapter provided a “closet” to pursue his MBA, after serving in the Navy offshore Vietnam. 
Steve recounts his successes, failures, and lessons learned, while living life “on the edge” in the book’s 
twelve chapters around the world. 
 SWGP Jim Boyle ’88	affirms: “Intriguing and passionate, Steve’s remarkable journey from the fra-
ternity and the University of Washington to Harvard and Columbia Business Schools, the Viet Nam War, 
Brazilian favelas, Paris, Washington, Cuba — even Washington, DC — proves fascinating reading. That the 
Fraternity created many lifelong friendships provides endorsement of true brotherhood today.” 
 Murphy credits Spencer Berry, ’16-1823, for the cover design and Spencer Lubenow, ’16-1821, for 
On the Edge: An Odyssey’s Facebook page. Steve serves as chapter advisor for Washington Alpha and UW 
AIESEC’s	Board,	 and	 is	 Senior	Advisor,	 Latin	America,	 Pacific	Northwest	Advisors.	On The Edge: An 
Odyssey is available through Amazon.com (ISBN 9781536851878) and was showcased by the University 
Bookstore on December 6, 2016. Steve can be reached at semurphy@pnwa.com. 

On the Edge: An Odyssey
A Journey Through Life With Phi Kappa Psi

By Stephen E. Murphy

From Kyle Crews ’70:
“I organized a 50-year reunion for my Jason Lee Junior High School graduating class on June 30, 
2016. Among the participants was my 9th-grade Biology teacher, Jim Vincent  [’62-815]. This 
was	Jim’s	first	teaching	job	after	he	graduated	from	UW.		About	25	former	students	and	five	former	
teachers attended. The reunion was really fun, seeing everyone again. Jason Lee Junior High had 
never had a class reunion before!”     

Jim
Vincent 
’62 (left)
and 
Kyle 
Crews ’70

From Glenn Olarte ’81:
“More about pledge brother Doug Hora ’81:		He	had	an	NROTC	Scholarship	and	was	commissioned	an	Ensign	in	1983.	After	flight	school	in	
Pensacola,	Florida,	he	earned	his	wings	as	a	Naval	Flight	Officer	and	was	deployed	to	Atsugi,	Japan.	He	flew	EA6B	Prowler	aircraft	aboard	the	
carrier USS Midway.	Doug	was	lost	at	sea	while	flying	a	mission	in	the	Indian	Ocean	in	1987.”

From Glenn Puro (son of Lee Puro ’49):
“My dad, Lee Puro, died peacefully on September 14, 2016, while in a Hospice. A memorial service was held October 1, 2016, in Sun City 
West, Arizona, where Dad and Mom, Shirley, retired. You can contact Shirley at puroshirley@gmail.com.” 
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Chapter Eternal

Dawg Talk

 Reinhard W. Weiss, Sgt., U.S. Army Ret., ’46-483, died Febru-
ary 13, 2012. Born February 23, 1925, brother Weiss passed away just 
a few days before his 87th birthday. He served in World War II and is 
buried in the National Memorial Cemetery of Arizona in Phoenix.

 Philip C. Schmidt, ’47-495, of Zillah, Washington, died Febru-
ary 22, 2015, according to the family.

 William J. Olson, Jr., ’47-509, of Seattle and Sun 
City, Arizona, died July 3, 2016, at age 88. He stud-
ied architecture at UW and was a member of Navy 
ROTC. Bill designed the ’62 north wing of the chapter 
house. Survivors include his wife, Dorothy; and sons, 
Marc and Brad.

 Leroy A. “Lee” Puro, ’49-541, of Sun City West, Arizona, died 
September 14, 2016. Born in Seattle in 1930, Lee was the son of Finn-
ish immigrants and was always proud of his Finnish 
heritage. He was also proud of his membership in Phi 
Kappa Psi. As a student at UW, he rowed crew. After 
college, he served two years in the Army and achieved 
the rank of Lieutenant. While stationed in Germany, 
he met and married Shirley Ann Smith. They moved 
back to Seattle, but soon settled in Tacoma, Washing-
ton,	where	 they	 raised	five	 children.	The	Puro	 family	was	 active	 in	
the First Presbyterian Church, where Lee served as an elder for many 
years and was a member of the church board. He also served on the 
board of the Tacoma Rescue Mission, and was a longtime member of 
the Tacoma Elks, the Kiwanis, and the Salvation Army. He was an avid 
choir singer and sang with many choirs through the years. After they 
retired to Sun City West, Arizona, in 2002, Lee and Shirley joined the 
Westernaires singing group and participated in many performances. 
Lee joined the local Salvation Army and Kiwanis. He is survived by 
his wife, Shirley; two daughters, Karen and Sandra; two sons, Glenn 
and Jon; and eight grandchildren. One son, Lee Owen, is deceased.

  Clinton A. Lonergan, ’69-965, of Portland, died May 6, 2016, at 
age 65. Born in New York City in 1950, he moved to Portland with his 
parents when he was a toddler. He completed his BA in 
Business Administration at the University of Washing-
ton, and was a loyal Husky fan. Many Saturdays in the 
fall	would	find	Clint	barking	with	the	rest	of	the	Husky	
Stadium crowd in Seattle. He graduated from Gonzaga 
University School of Law and practiced law in down-
town	Portland	at	Lonergan	&	Lonergan	LLP,	first	with	
his father and then with his brother, Rick, for the next 40 years. He 
married Rael Greenwood July 12, 1980, and they raised two children 
together, Lesley and Jeff. Clint enjoyed hiking, rafting, and climbing, 
summiting	many	of	the	mountains	in	the	Pacific	Northwest.	There	was	
never a hike too long or a vertical climb too high. He led his family on 
many outdoor adventures, including a trip to the North Cascades last 
summer. Survivors include his wife, Rael; children, Lesley and Jeff; 
and brothers, Rick and Brad.
 Donnie D. Taylor, Jr., ’76-1125, died October 18, 2015, accord-
ing to the family. He had lived in Tacoma, Washington.
 Kenneth F. Proctor, ’44-Cal Epsilon, of Gig Harbor, Washing-
ton, died February 4, 2016, at age 91. Ken was a teacher, coach, author, 
avid hiker, world traveler and explorer, inspirational speaker, philan-
thropist, community leader, and church elder. He ex-
celled as an athlete in high school and at UCLA, where 
his baseball prowess led him to be inducted into the 
UCLA Baseball Hall of Fame in 2002. In the 1950s, he 
coached baseball at Chaffey High School in Ontario, 
California, winning three consecutive state champion-
ships and leading baseball teams to a 196-33 win-loss 
record.	He	was	a	Pacific	Fleet	Naval	Officer	in	World	War	II	and	later	
served as a ranger in the National Park Service. He climbed many 
mountains, including The Grand Teton. His last climbing adventure 
was Mount St. Helens, when he was 70. He was preceded in death by 
his wife, Marilyn, and son, Scott. He is survived by two sons, Ken Jr. 
and Michael; nine grandchildren; and numerous great-grandchildren.

  Marvin M. Duncan, ’44-441, a k a “Dunc,” is a retired elec-
trician, and lives with his wife, Joan, at 213 E. Riverview Dr., Great 
Falls, MT 59404. They enjoy a large extended family that includes 
Greg Landis, Jim Duncan, Susan Landis, and John Landis. “Dunc” 
celebrated his 92nd birthday on May 3, 2016, and writes that he enjoys 
dancing,	golfing,	reading,	and	travel.	He	and	Joan	took	a	trip	to	Hawaii	
in January 2016. He is also active in the Moose Lodge. Send e-mail to 
mjbaby59@yahoo.com.
  Robert B. Edgers, ’49-533, writes: “I am so proud to be a 
FKY Washington Alphan! Great progress. Real growth. I was initiated 
67 years ago, with a chapter roll number halfway through three digits, 
and served as president for two terms. We were active on campus and 
did worthwhile things. To our young brothers, active in the chapter 
today — Stand on my shoulders! Make the world better!” Bob and his 
wife, Patti, live at 388 6th Ct., Fox Island, WA 98333.
 Kenneth D. Graham, ’49-535, writes: “I went to a Tacoma Rai-
niers baseball game with Grant Winther [’50-570] and his wife. We 
had not seen each other for over 60 years! Grant is a retired attorney.” 
Ken	is	a	retired	medical	doctor,	and	he	enjoys	fishing,	hunting,	tennis,	
and working out at the YMCA. His wife, Beverly, is deceased. Contact 
Ken at 253-752-3457 or 3301 N. Shirley St., Tacoma, WA 98407. He 
has three sons and a daughter: Kenny, Steve, Susie, and Kevin.

 John D. Slade, ’49-544, a retired physical education teacher who 
lives in Reno, writes: “I’m living the good life, despite the drought. 
I start up the mower just to see if it still runs — my lawn’s gone!” 
John’s wife, Roberta, is deceased — he has a son, Ty, and a daughter, 
Cari. John collects American memorabilia and plays golf and tennis, 
but reports that he gave up skiing after being hit three times. “Hi to 
Ken Graham [’49-535] — sorry about Gordy [Krekow, ’49-539].” 
(NOTE: Gordon Krekow died July 20, 2015. Notice of his passing 
appeared in the Spring 2016 Alphan.) John can be reached at 775-434-
3554; lessdubls@yahoo.com; or 5440 River Lane, Reno, NV 89519. 
 Donald K. McCandless, ’53-622, and his wife, Joanne, live at 
32924 174th Pl. SE, Auburn, WA 98092. Send e-mail to dkmccand-
less@msn.com or call 253-833-1394. He and Joanne have two sons, 
Don (58) and Robert (51).
 E. Allen Peyser, ’54-633, has moved from Langley, Washington, 
to Seattle. Contact him via e-mail at peyser3.14@gmail.com or phone 
at 206-300-0410. His new address is 5433 Leary Ave. NW, #122, Se-
attle, WA 98107.
 Dean L. Weyrick, ’59-744, is a retired teacher who enjoys gar-
dening and golf. He and his wife, Mary (KAQ, UC-Berkeley), live at 
5 N. 78th Ave., Yakima, WA 98908.
 Russell C. Borgnin, ’85-1277, has moved from Seattle to 9220 
SW Barbur Blvd., #119-215, Portland, OR 97219.
 Brandon T. Schaefer, ’96-1495, recently moved from New York 
to Seattle. He can be reached at 2617 NW 98th St., Seattle, WA 98117.



THE ALPHAN OF PHI KAPPA PSI AT THE UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON Fall 2016

2016 Honor Roll of Contributors
 Grateful thanks to the brothers and friends listed below, whose combined 2016 gifts to the alumni communications fund totaled $4,287 as the 
fall issue of The Alphan was going to press. Your support makes the award-winning Alphan possible. Thank you!
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Name    Init. Yr. & No.
E. Lamont McDonald 40 355
Richard A. Marble 41 367
Richard S. Zahniser 42 389
William E. Blecken 42 402
Marvin M. Duncan 44 441
John P. Nordin 45 466
B. Ferguson Crisler 46 476
C. Del Cyr 46 477
Don W. Davis 47 490
Robert B. Edgers 49 533
Kenneth D. Graham, Jr. 49 535
John D. Slade 49 544
Charles A. Berst, Jr. 51 578
John E. Largis 51 585
George L. Salmi, Jr. 52 606
Hallack W. Greider 52 609
Karl T. House 53 621
Donald K. McCandless 53 622
Earl S. Thygeson 53 627
Benjamin R. Simkins 54 637
Harold W. Hoggatt 55 655
R. Stan Kohagen 55 657
David N. Milburn 55 660
Thomas O. Millett 55 661
Charles R. Olmstead 55 663
Frederick B. Hayes 55 670
J. Fred Holmes 56 684

Lee A. James 56 685
Edmund P. Jensen 56 695
William S. Moser 56 697
Curtis R. Tenzler, Jr. 56 698
Robert D. Pollock 57 701
George H. Richardson 57 702
Thomas M. Treece 57 704
Jack Moldenhour 57 708
Clinton C. Viebrock 57 709
Ralph L. Hawkins, Jr. 58 720
Dean L. Weyrick 59 744
Clarke H. Hurlbut 59 748
David F. Suter 59 750
Neil W. Botting 60 754
Robert W. Chamberlain 60 756
Thomas H. Swim 60 766
W. Jack Burk 60 770
Robert A. Clampett 60 772
David G. Bezanilla 61 775
David B. King 61 781
Edward A. Lawrence 61 782
Clark H. Mounsey 61 790
Michael L. Stein 62 793
Joseph L. Bigas 62 796
Carl R. Christophersen, Jr. 62 799
William R. Creech 63 824
John M. Drath 63 826
Jeffrey A. Howard 63 829

Loren C. Jangaard 63 830
Steven P. Thronsen 63 836
Louis H. Goldmann 64 852
Robert M. Moch 65 877
Steven S. Marquard 66 892
Peter L. Osborne 66 900
David C. Kilbourn 67 907
Patrick W. Rinn 69 953
Kyle J. Crews 70 980
Greg A. Rowland 72 1021
Richard J. Noeltner 75 1100
Dale N. Hackney 76 1120
Alan M. Bernstein 77 1136
Gary P. Bosworth 78 1160
Christopher T. Browne 79 1179
James D. Boyle 88 1335
Richard S. Yu 89 1361
Chad R. Barnes 90 1386
David W. Auckland 93 1446
Robert J. Rosler 94 1459
Anthony B. Wiegering 94 1460
Scott A. Hacker 98 1512
Jeffrey R. Thompson 00 1540
Brenton A. Streich  in memoriam 00 1547
Brandon J. Williams 05 1622
Bob and Nan Streich 

 Now, rush is year-round, culminating before Fall Quarter. The 
house stays open all summer, with girls renting rooms, plus a cadre of 
live-in brothers to support summer rush events. 
 The living room used to be the gathering place of the chapter 
house, before and after dinner, before lunch, Sunday mornings read-
ing the paper or listening to music, for informal meetings, and during 
sorority exchanges. Brothers would casually play the Steinway Grand 
— sometimes the chapter had music majors who could play just about 
anything.	The	antique	pool	table	—	which	survived	the	1929	fire	and	
had been in the basement rec room since the house was built — was 
recently moved to the living room to create more space in the basement 
for functions. Now, brothers spend most of their time in their rooms. A 
lot of different factors contributed to this: membership slumps at times 
that allowed more room space; the advent of personal computers and 
computer games; students’ desires to have more personal space, like 
they had at home; and matching more what the dorms offered. Now ev-
eryone has IPads and cellphones — the house land line phone is rarely 
used. Parties are different now than they were in the past. Most parties 
were in rented halls in the Greater Seattle area. For many years, those 
halls haven’t been available. Many don’t exist anymore, and those 
remaining are generally too expensive to rent. With the encroaching 
neighborhood, avoiding party noise problems and maintaining positive 
relations with neighboring apartments has become very important.  
 Greeks used to dominate the social and political life at the UW. 
If you look at one of the old Tyee Yearbooks from the 1950s and ’60s 
— there are copies in the house library — you’ll see that ASUW presi-
dents	 and	most	other	 student	body	officers	were	 always	Greek,	 and	
in 1961 alone, there were 15 Greek King and Queen contests. Seafair 
and the Seafair Guard, the Phi Psi Quartets, the Tyee Yearbook, the 
Columns Humor Magazine, Homecoming signs, Sophomore Carnival, 
Varsity Ball, Songfest, and other lesser events are long gone.  Maybe 
some of these events would be considered “old-fashioned” now. The 

chapter has recently brought back a Red Rose Queen Contest for the 
annual Red Rose Ball, their version of the Spring Formal.   Seattle area 
private clubs haven’t been used for years — too expensive, and dif-
ficult	to	get	sponsorship.	Now,	chapter	members	travel	to	Vancouver,	
BC, and the formal becomes a weekend-long event. 
 The chapter house continues to evolve to meet the needs of 
today’s students. The bathroom remodel is being done during school 
breaks, and one of the sleeping porches will soon be converted to 
rooms. But, as Jay Drye ’87 commented at one of the chapter retreats, 
“The fraternity is the brothers, not the house.”  
 What matters now is that the chapter is as strong as it has ever 
been in its 102-year history — in membership, social activities, scho-
lastics, community service, supporting sorority philanthropies, and 
above all, providing leadership training opportunities. 

Remembering….. Continued from page 5

The 1960 Seafair Parade: This photo from the Seattle Times in late 
July, 1960, shows the royal float with Phi Psi Seafair Guard on 
both sides.


