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Washington Alpha – 100 Years
1914 - 2014

Fall 2014

Saturday, February 7, 2015, 5:00 p.m.
Seattle Marriott Waterfront

2100 Alaskan Way, Seattle, WA

Wives, Dates, and Significant Others Welcome
Banquet, Awards, Socializing, Brotherhood, Music, and Dancing

National Dignitaries to Attend

Attire: Black Tie Optional
Tux rental discount available through The Men’s Warehouse ~ Use Promo Code 5566834

Cost: $125 per person (through December 12, 2014)
$135 (through December 31, 2014), $145 (January), $155 (February) 

Reserved tables available for groups of up to 10.

Register for the Gala and Hotel Online: www.SeattlePhiPsi.com 
E-mail questions to SeattlePhiPsi@gmail.com 

Group Hotel Rate: $139/night (The discounted rate Friday 2/6 and Saturday 2/7)
Book online during registration, or call 206-443-5000. 

Overnight Parking: $30/night

E-mail slide show photo submissions to SeattlePhiPsi@gmail.com,
 or post to Twitter and Instagram using the hashtag #WaAlpha

Chapter House
Open House  

Saturday, February 7, 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.
(Casual Dress)

Refreshments and Snacks
Buffet Brunch and Open House  

Sunday, February 8, 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Come socialize with classmates, and meet the brothers and the new pledge class.

See the recent House improvements!

Washington Alpha Chapter of Phi Kappa Psi
100th Anniversary at the University of Washington

The Centennial Gala
“Our Once-in-a-Lifetime Celebration”
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 One of our GAC awards was the Senior 
Involvement Award. A program of alumni 
and guest speakers — organized by chapter 
advisor Steve Murphy ’63 — helped us win 
this award. Speakers are invited to join us for 
Monday night dinner. They tell about their 
careers — inspiring life lessons that may 
provide direction for members, particularly 
seniors, after graduation. We had 15 speak-
ers during the 2013-14 school year, and 
Steve is always looking for more alumni to 
participate. Don’t think that we wouldn’t be 
interested in your career — we are! Contact 
Steve, s_e_murphy@hotmail.com or 202-
255-9479, if you can come and visit.
 Work Week projects, plus the many 
chapter house improvements by the 
House Corporation and alumni, have 
made a big difference! Our new front door, 
built by Matt Anglin ’90 and his 95-year- 
old grandfather, has been installed. They 

 Fall Quarter has started, and we’re 
proud to announce another great class: 30 
quality pledges. A big “Thanks” to the Rush 
Team:  Jared Smith ’13, Erik Arnsten ’13, 
and Dwight Stoddard ’13, and everyone 
who helped with rush through the summer.  
An additional six brothers were initiated at 
the start of the quarter. This brings the chap-
ter membership to 83, the largest, so we’re 
told, since the early 1990s. 
 The Spring Quarter 2014 GPA was 
down slightly at 3.33 from the Winter Quar-
ter average of 3.38, but above the All-IFC 
Average of 3.28. We’ll continue our pro-
grams of study teams and Study Bro’s, plus 
recording test and term paper scores, and 
checking on those brothers who need help.  
 Six brothers — Bruce Adsero ’12, 
Trevor Kauf ’12, Alex Huff ’13, Christian 
Larsen ’13, Brandon Donaldson ’14, and 
District Archon Bryce Hobbs ’11 — joined 
five chapter alumni at the recent Grand Arch 
Council in Phoenix. We won six National 
awards — including the 6th District Chap-
ter Excellence Award, the first time since the 
award has been offered. This award quali-
fied Washington Alpha to compete with five 
other chapters for Grand Chapter; we didn’t 
make it, but we’ll try again in 2016!

State of the Chapter   

Bruce Adsero and Saare Tesfay

By Saare Tesfay ’13 GP, and Bruce Adsero ’12 VGP

 The annual Pledge/Parent Brunch 
was held October 18, 2014, and past 
National President Paul Wineman ’55 gave 
an inspirational speech to the new pledges 
and their parents, as well as all members 
and their parents. So many moms have done 
such a great job of running the Parents’ 
Group, organizing events, and making 
improvements in the chapter house. 
 The Parents’ Group always wants more 
parents involved — if you’re interested, 
please tell us. The next big Parents event is 
the traditional Christmas Stockings, hung 
all the way up the spiral staircase before 
Christmas break. Come help fill the stockings 
and have brunch! It’s a great event!

constructed the new door to be an exact 
replica of the original door. (See Matt’s 
“Alphan Postscript” on page 6.)
 We built a second patio with barbecue 
pit on the hillside below the existing wood 
deck, and added a railing for the new 
concrete stairs to the Nelson House annex. 
We also added motion-sensitive security 
lights, additional security cameras, and a 
wood security fence above the retaining wall 
on the east side of the house. We installed  
a storage shed with gates on the north end 
of the property. Many of the backyard 
overgrown old trees were removed, and 
Keith Dearborn ’65 is going to make 
benches from a leftover cedar tree log. 
 There were about a dozen robberies in 
fraternities this past summer — that is the 
reason for additional security measures. We 
are being more diligent, making everyone 
more accountable for closing doors and 
windows. We recently invited a Seattle 
Police Department officer to speak to us 
after chapter dinner about making the 
chapter house more safe and secure, as well 
as discussing risk management issues. 
 Inside the chapter house, in addition 
to the usual top-to-bottom cleaning, the 
House Corporation has refurbished the living 
room furniture. The living room and music 
alcove floors were refinished. The entire 
wrought iron spiral staircase railing was 
removed, reinforced, painted, and replaced 
— it looks like new. The staircase red carpet 
was replaced, as well as the second-floor 
hall carpet. All of the plaster walls have 
been professionally repaired and painted. 
The iron chandeliers have been repaired and 
cleaned, the hall floor north of the mezzanine 
replaced, and the library table refinished. 
One of the biggest improvements: All the 
second-floor windows have been replaced 
with energy-efficient windows. The second-
floor south-facing windows were also 
replaced. We really appreciate these needed 
improvements, made possible by alumni 
contributions.

 Philanthropy: We’ve participated in 
several sorority philanthropies: the Sigma 
Kappa National Football League; and Al-
pha Chi Omega’s “Are You Man Enough?” 
— an event raising funds to protect families 
Against Domestic Abuse. There was a kick-
ball tournament, an ice cream social — and 
here’s the “man enough” part: “Walk a Mile 
in Her Shoes.” Brothers had to walk around 
campus in high heels! (We wonder where 
they got all the sizes for big feet?!) There 
have also been recent exchanges with Alpha 
Xi Delta, and Alpha Gamma Delta.   
 We hope to see you at a Monday 
night dinner, same time as usual, or drop 
by the chapter house anytime and see the 
improvements!  If not before, we hope to see 
you at the Centennial Celebration!

Alpha 
Chi O’s 
with 
Phi Psis 
who were 
“man 
enough”
to “Walk a 
Mile in 
Her Shoes.” 

Nate Stockman ’13 was elected 
as IFC president 
on November 12, 2014.
Congratulations, Nate!

Late 
Breaking News!
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 The 77th Grand Arch Council met in 
Phoenix July 9-13, 2014. Six undergrad-
uates and five alumni from Washington 
Alpha attended the event. Scott Noble, 
Texas Alpha ’81, was elected President 
(SWGP), and Jim Boyle ’88 was elected 
National Vice-President (SWVGP). Jim 
has served in the other National offices, 
and this is the last rung in the ladder be-
fore running for President in 2016. He is 
certainly the most qualified alumnus to 
hold these National offices — ever. 

 The Chapter won six National 
awards, which are listed below. The 
most important award of all, the District 
Chapter Excellence Award, qualified 
Washington Alpha to compete for the 
Grand Chapter Award, the highest award 
from the National Fraternity. The one chap-
ter in each of the six districts that wins the 
Chapter Excellence Award competes for 
Grand Chapter. Although our Chapter did 
not get the grand award, we did win the 
6th District Chapter Excellence Award — 
best chapter of the 14 in our district. This 

Thomas Cochran Campbell Award: Honors excellence in the chapter’s ritual education program, 
and integration of ritual principles into everyday chapter life. 
Alumni Corporation Award: Recognizes alumni support for chapter activities, and ongoing commit-
ment to the welfare of the property and environment for chapter life.
Founders Award: Recognizes the chapter’s program of implementing and enforcing the Code of 
Conduct through Governing and Grievance Committees. 
Senior Involvement Award: Acknowledges the chapter’s activities toward helping seniors prepare for 
their careers, such as the alumni speaker program, and mentoring. 
Griffing-Tate Award: Honors the chapter’s use of the approved six-week New Member Education 
Program, and continuing education in-depth on fraternity law, history, and ritual.
6th District Chapter Excellence Award: Recognizes Washington Alpha as the best chapter of the 14 in our district.

GAC 2014:
Washington Alpha Scores — Wins Chapter Excellence Award!

Chapter delegates  display  Washington Alpha’s awards at the 2014 Grand Arch Council. From 
left: Bruce Adsero ’12; Christian Larsen ’13; Alex Huff ’13; House Corporation President Matt 
Anglin ’90; Brandon Donaldson ’14; Trevor Kauf ’12; and District VI Archon Bryce Hobbs ’11.

is the first time in known history that we 
have won this prestigious recognition. Four 
chapter members also won individual rec-
ognition awards: District VI Scholarship 
Awards: Bryce Hobbs ’11, Trevor Kauf 
’12, Lucas Smith ’12, and David Kuechle 
’11 — cash awards of $2,500 each.  (Both 
Lucas and Bryce have won this scholarship 

twice). Bryce Hobbs, current Archon of the 
Sixth District, also received the Ralph “Dud” 
Daniel Scholarship, a cash award of $4,000. 
Congratulations, guys! This has been years 
in the making. All your hard work is paying 
off!  Next GAC 2016 — aim for the two big 
ones — Jim as National President, and you 
as Grand Chapter!

Washington Alpha’s National Awards

Jim Boyle ’88 Elected National Vice President
 Jim Boyle ’88, a Las Vegas attorney, 
has been involved in the Fraternity at many 
levels since his undergraduate days. After he 
graduated from Nathan Hale High School, 
he attended UCLA for his freshman year, 
and transferred to Washington, pledging 
Washington Alpha in fall 1987.
 “I recall Cal Jewell ’84, who gave me 
my bid, saying something like ‘We can see 
you being President of this Fraternity some 
day.’ It certainly played to my ego, but more 
importantly, it made me appreciate that these 
guys wanted me to be a leader. I was elected 
Pledge Class President, and later Chapter 
Vice President for three separate terms, but 
never President.” 
 In the summer of 1989, Jim ran for 
Archon of District VI for a two-year term, 
which placed him on the National Executive 

Council, and gave him the opportunity to see 
the Fraternity from the perspective of differ-
ent chapters, as well as the National level.
 After graduation, he took a position 
with the Indianapolis headquarters as an Ed-
ucational Leadership Consultant, visited 65 
different chapters in 31 states, and attended 
many Phi Psi and National interfraternity 
conferences. 
 While he was in law school in Oregon, 
Jim served on the Oregon Beta House Cor-
poration (Oregon State University) from 
1994 to 1997. He then served as Washington 
Alpha’s Chapter Advisor from 1998 through 
2010, and on the House Corporation from 
1998 to present. At the National level, he 
has served as Director of Fraternity Educa-
tion (1998–2002); Director of Membership 
(2004-2006); and Attorney General (2008-

2010). He was elected 
to National offices of 
Secretary (2010); Trea-
surer (2012); and now 
Vice President (2014). 
He will be positioned 
to run for President 
(SWGP) at the GAC in 
New York in 2016. Jim is proud of serving 
on the Board of the American Leadership 
Academy (ALA) from 2004 to 2010, and as 
President of the ALA from 2007 to 2010. 

 “It’s been a remarkably enjoyable, edu-
cational opportunity, working for and giving 
back to our great Fraternity.  I owe a signifi-
cant debt of gratitude to Phi Psi, for giving 
me so much in support of my success.  And 
it’s turned out that Cal Jewell was more pro-
phetic than he knew!”
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Congratulations,
           Centennial Class

 Brothers!

Austin Joseph Miller
Tacoma Baptist HS, Tacoma

Ian Thor Brodie
Redwood HS, Snoqualmie
Mathew Patrick Kelleher

Maria Carrillo HS, Santa Rosa, CA
Alexander Andrew Azure
LaConner HS, Mt. Vernon

Juan Carlos Zavaleta
Mt. Vernon HS, Mt. Vernon

Anthony Soo Jo
Aberdeen HS, Aberdeen

Theodore Andrew Pappas
Mira Costa HS, Manhattan Beach, CA

Mathew James Whitaker
Eastlake HS, Sammamish

Joshua Devon Mielke
Ferndale HS, Ferndale
Xavier Jordon Gardner

Kennedy HS, Normandy Park

Initiated September 21, 2014:
1782 Derek Mun Coley . . . . . . . . . . . Arlington HS, Lynnwood, WA
1783 Jeremy Thomas Knight . . . . . . . . . . . Mt. Si HS, Fall City, WA
1784 Jacob Donald Kavanagh . . . . Inglemoor HS, Woodinville, WA
1785 Nicholas Eric Weiss . . . . . . . . . . . Newport HS, Bellevue, WA
1786 Maclean Matthew Cook . . . . . . . Sehome HS, Bellingham, WA
1787 Casey Alexander Franks . . . . Cedarcrest HS, Woodinville, WA

The Class of 2015
Front row, L-R: Oliver Albee, Eric Eliason, Sean Underwood, Theodore Pappas, Garrett Hutchison, Mark Toda, and Ian Brodie.

Second Row: Warren Cho, Alex Azure, Juan Zavaleta, Matt Kelleher, Chad Shapard, Alex Ege, and Matt Whitaker.
Back Row: Brandon TerLouw, Dane Pollett, Curt Hauser, Sean McClanahan, Tony Jo, Pavel Kazakov, Xavier Gardner, Max 

Blais, Michael Funk, Dylan Reynolds, Austin Miller, Robbie Schab, and Ken Gunning.
Not pictured: Joshua Mielke, Kevin Brown, and Jack Austin.

Warren Sung Cho
Shorewood HS, Brier

Garrett Howard Hutchison
West Ranch HS, Valencia, CA

Alexander Conner Ege
Woodinville HS, Woodinville

Mark Alan Toda 
Tualatin HS, Tigard, OR

Oliver Ruben Albee
Bothell HS, Bothell

Robbie Lee Schab, Jr.
Monroe HS, Monroe

Kenneth Browen Gunning
Middleton HS, Middleton, ID

Pavel Pavlovich Kazakov
Mt. Vernon HS, Mt. Vernon

Chad James Shapard
Interlake HS, Bellevue
Curt Takashi Hauser

San Dieguito Academy, Encinitas, CA

Maxime Paul Blais
Monroe HS, Monroe

Sean Joseph Underwood
Overlake School, Bellevue

Dane Kennedy Pollett
Mt. Vernon HS, Mt. Vernon

Michael Lai Funk
Cedarcrest HS, Woodinville
Sean Thomas McClanahan

Camas HS, Camas
Brandon Jeffrey TerLouw

Highline HS, Normandy Park
Erik Gunnard Eliason

Mt. Vernon HS, Mt. Vernon
Dylan Stewart Reynolds
Overlake HS, Redmond

Kevin Joseph Brown
Bishop Manogue Catholic HS, Reno, NV

Jack William Hamilton Austin
Radley College HS, Gloucestershire, UK

Welcome, 2014 Fall Pledges! Soon to Be Brothers!
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Remembering….. 1925 to 1945 
  The House Fire; New Chapter House; 

 The alumni all approved of Russell’s 
design, replicating a classic three-story brick 
French country mansion. To cut costs, he 
designed the new house to fit the foundation 
of the old one. The spiral staircase, chain 
chandelier, sunken living room, wrought 
iron fixtures, leaded pane windows, and 
wood-paneled walls were all features of a 
chateau he had seen in France. The music 
alcove off the living room was designed for 
a grand piano, which was replaced with the 
insurance money (the piano that is there 
today).

 Hubert Lewis ’22, a nephew of found-
ing alumnus Wilfred Lewis, Illinois Delta 
’04, became the first Sixth District Archon 
from Washington Alpha, 1925 to 1927. 
Upon graduation in 1928, he started work-
ing in Seattle. Later that summer, he was 
killed in an automobile accident on August 
12, 1928. Another nephew, David Tripple, 
pledged in 1928. Wilfred’s only child, John 
Lewis, joined the chapter in 1936.
 The chapter moved into the first house 
on 47th in June 1920. With the growth in 
membership following the War, by 1927 
there was talk of the house being old and in-
adequate, limiting recruiting, and in need of 
a new heating system. Agitations started to 
refinance the debt on the old house and plan 
to build a new home: “The house is ceasing 
to be a credit to the Fraternity, and the chap-
ter is working with the alumni to frame some 
plan of financing a new house.”  
 George Vernon Russell had pledged 
as a sophomore in 1925, and graduated 
from the UW Architecture School in 1928. 
He was awarded the MIT Prize to study 
for six months at the Ecole des Beaux-Arts 
in Fontainebleau, France, one of the most 
prestigious art and architecture schools. He 
traveled around the country and admired the 
many stately French country houses — “cha-
teaux.” Upon his return to the U.S. later that 
year, while working at his first job in New 
York, he volunteered to design a new chapter 
house. Talk of a new house continued among 
the alumni, but they had not completely 
raised the money.   

The New Chapter House
 The fire couldn’t have happened at a 
worse time. The stock market crash starting 
The Great Depression had happened only a 
month before. Somehow — the exact details 
are lost in time — the House Corporation 
and alumni raised the money to build the 
new house, through $16,000 in insurance on 
the old structure, plus alumni contributions 
and loans. Luckily, they were able to arrange 
the financing before the economy started to 
decline. (The worst was yet to come — with-
in a few more years, 5,000 banks had failed, 
and at the peak, 15 million men were out of 
work.)  Russell’s plan was estimated to cost 
$60,000, equivalent to about $1.5 million to-
day. (In comparison, a 1930 Model A Ford 
cost $300, and a family home about $4,000.)  

 Russell designed the heavy oak custom-
made furniture, the couches with down-filled 
red leather cushions, the hand-made oak and 
red leather dining chairs, even small details 
like the red leather and brass trim on the 
dining room table tops. (Only a few dining 
chairs have survived the 85 years since. They 
became too expensive to repair when a chair 
was broken. The living room furniture was 
recently refurbished, and if refinished, would 
easily last another 85 years. Unfortunately, 
the down-filled red leather that was kept for 
so many years eventually also became too 
expensive to maintain.)             

Continued on page 6

George Russell’s original drawing

The Chapter House Burns
 Whether due to bad luck or acciden-
tal good fortune, in the early morning of 
Thanksgiving Day, November 29, 1929, 
the house was gutted by fire. Only eight 
members of the chapter were asleep on the 
sleeping porch — the rest were home for the 
holiday. “At 3:40 a.m. all eight were awake. 
The house was on fire. Smoke rolled up the 
open staircase, flames crackling on the main 
floor. Escape would have been uncertain if 
it had not been for an iron ladder extend-
ing from the porch to the ground. Only one 
brother, Don Lauder ’26, was injured, with 
burns on his face — he tried to go back to his 
room to get clothes. The house was almost 
totally destroyed, including the furniture, a 
new grand piano, and personal belongings. 
Fortunately, everything was fully covered by 
insurance. Unable to determine the origin, a 
smoldering cigarette butt was blamed by the 
Fire Department.” 
 The House Corporation now had only 
one choice: Finance and build a new house, 
or risk losing the chapter. In the meantime, 
the members moved to a boarding house a 
block away. Don Welch ’28, GP, and Ted 
Powell ’26, P, rented a small bungalow di-
rectly behind the boarding house. They slept 
there, set up an office, and worked around 
the clock, straightening out the business 
affairs of the chapter and settling with the 
insurance companies. The living room was 
used as a chapter room.

Great Depression; and World War II

Alphan Postscripts . . . .
From Matt Anglin ’90:
(Matt and his grandfather, Al Phillips, are 
pictured at right with the new front door they 
built.)
“There are 14 boards on each side of the new 
door (replicating George Russell’s design). We 
laid it out, with the boards the exact width of 6 
3/8 inches, and a tiny gap between each board. 
They lay out diagonally at 45 degrees — exact-
ly 14 boards. It’s a completely new door — we 
started with a solid core door and added the oak 
facings. After staining and sealing the wood, 
with the brass hardware and kick plate, it looks 
exactly like the original door! (The brass door 
knocker with Greek letters will be installed 
soon.) My 95-year-old grandfather, Al Phillips, 
helped me build it in his shop. Al fought in the 
South Pacific in World War II with the 41st 
Infantry Division. They sailed to the Pacific 
on the Queen Mary when the War with Japan 
started.”
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Remembering….. 1925 to 1945 

 In 1933, after working as a draftsman 
and designer in New York for three years, 
George Russell returned to southern Califor-
nia, where he was raised, and worked as a 
set designer in Hollywood. At the outbreak 
of World War II, he moved to London and 
worked on military contracts. He designed  
master plans for several military airfields 
in England and Ireland — and the two-van 
mobile headquarters General Dwight Eisen-
hower used after the Normandy invasion.
 After the war,  he worked in partnership 
with several architects who would become 
leading designers in Los Angeles.  Russell, 
along with John Lautner, Paul Williams, and 
A. Quincy Jones, became the four most im-
portant designers of two diverse styles of ar-
chitecture — Hollywood Regency and Mid-
Century Modern — in the 1940s through the 
1960s. Russell designed classic Regency-
style homes in Beverly Hills for movie mo-
guls Sam Goldwyn, David O. Selznick, and 
George Cukor, along with other prominent 
movie personalities and LA-area industrial-
ists (houses that still exist today). He became 
friends with Billy Wilkerson, owner of the 
Hollywood Reporter, and designed for him 
what would become famous nightclubs, 
Ciro’s and The Trocadero on Sunset Strip. 
Wilkerson hired him to be the original ar-
chitect of the Flamingo Hotel in Las Vegas. 
(The legend that Ben “Bugsy” Siegel built 
the Flamingo is not true. Wilkerson built 
the hotel with the structural design by Rus-
sell, became partners with Siegel, and Siegel 
soon forced him out. Backed by New York 
and LA organized crime, Siegel developed 
the Flamingo into Las Vegas’ first luxury 
resort and casino. He grossly overspent in 
developing the resort, over $4 million, and 
was assassinated by the mob in 1947.)
 In 1951, he became a founding partner 
of George Vernon Russell Architects. His 
firm obtained numerous important com-
missions, including the master plan of the 
University of California, Riverside Campus; 
the KCET-PBS Station headquarters in Los 
Angeles; and the Republic Steel Building in 
San Leandro. Russell also designed movie 
theatres and many variations of modular 
Mid-Century Modern tract homes. In 1958, 
he was elected president of the Southern 
California Chapter of the American Insti-
tute of Architects (AIA), and that same year, 
he was awarded the Architectural Guild of 
America’s first prize for a chapel he designed 
at Cate School in Carpinteria.  Russell’s de-
signs were often featured in architectural 
publications. For many years, he taught 5th-
year architectural courses at USC.  
 George Russell died in 1989 at the age 
of 83, survived by his wife, two sons, and a 
daughter.

More About 
George Vernon Russell ’25

 It’s interesting that the Depression 
is mentioned only once in chapter reports 
to The Shield throughout the 1930s. From 
mostly middle class families, the brothers 
then seemed almost insulated from the great-
est economic downturn in U.S. history. Cer-
tainly in most cases, their parents weren’t, as 
the economy continued to decline.

The New Chapter House (Continued from page 5)
 Russell also specified that the exterior brick and retaining walls would be white-washed, 
which would slowly wear off over time, to give a “used-brick” appearance. Ruddick Lawrence 
’31 recalled in his speech at the Chapter 75th Anniversary dinner, “In January 1931, we were the 
first pledge class to occupy our beautiful new house. Outside, it was gleaming white brick, but 
since the architect wanted it to look like an old mansion, we pledges had to take long handled 
brushes and try to scrape off some of the new whitewash.”  
 We all learned in our pledge training “The Mystery of 14” that Russell designed into the 
house, alluding to the 1914 founding year: the 14 diagonal slats on both sides of the heavy entry 
door; the 14 beams in the living room ceiling and at the top of the spiral staircase turret; 14 chairs 
per dining room table; 14 wrought iron living room wall lamps; 14 original study rooms; 14 steps 
between landings in the spiral staircase — about 20 examples. By April 1930, the old house was 
torn down and the new house was completed by December, ready for winter quarter 1931. Rus-
sell was only 25 years old. A description of the new house, by Lewis Raines ’29, appeared in the 
UW Daily: 
 “A red-carpeted spiral staircase and a spacious tile hall create a lasting first impression on 
the visitor. The sunken living room is floored with oak, and lower than the surrounding rooms. 
The music alcove is entered through a beamed archway, and through it is a completely wood 
paneled library, which opens onto an arched and grilled sun porch. The dining room, which is 
floored with inlaid linoleum, holds three large tables with a capacity of 48 men. The furnished 
guest room, off the entry mezzanine, has a separate bathroom. 
 “The kitchen and separate pantry room are large and well-fitted to turn out delicious meals. 
The basement includes a large chapter room, game room with two billiard tables, a trunk and 
storage room, and furnace room. The study rooms are on the second floor.  With the exception of 
three rooms, two men are assigned to each one. Individual wardrobes take the place of closets. 
The floor and walls of the bathroom are tiled, and the shower is completely tiled. A very large 
and airy sleeping porch occupies the third floor. The houseboy’s room, with separate shower 
and lavatory, is also on this floor. A fully automatic oil burner hot water heat system regulates 
the temperature of the house.” (Hiring of outside help ended about 1941. The houseboy’s room, 
later named “The Penthouse,” was reserved for upperclassmen, and was more recently used as a 
computer lab.)
 Many alumni were responsible for building the new house. Anson Moody ’15, from a 
pioneer Everett family with connections in the mill business, was able to get all the lumber and 
shingles at cost. (Anson became VP and General Manager of Simpson Paper, Everett.) Brick 
from the old house was salvaged, cleaned by undergrads, and used again. Blood brothers Ed 
(’14) and Art (’15) Strandberg donated their time as general contractors. Other alumni worked 
weekends, and undergraduates also helped with the construction.

The 1930s and The Great Depression

The 6th District Council,  March 1931. (Note the whitewashed brick walls.)

 Banks failed, personal fortunes were 
lost, and jobs disappeared. As Whitney 
Harris ’30 commented in a past issue of The 
Alphan: 
“There were no jobs. It was easier to support 
myself barely affording tuition and a house 
bill than to quit school, move out, and try to 
find a full-time job.”  (Cont. on page 7)
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 The Fall Pledge Dance was another of 
the first parties in the new house. Every year, 
a Fall or Winter Formal was the highlight of 
the year, sponsored by alumni at prestigious 
clubs like Sandpoint, Broadmoor, Seattle 
Yacht Club, Seattle Golf, or Washington 
Athletic Club. Another tradition that was 
started: a dance with Oregon Alpha follow-
ing the Washington-Oregon football game, 
at the new house or in Portland. A spring 
informal was also usually held at a private 

 Evidently, partially for this same rea-
son, the UW student enrollment flourished. 
(Many older UW campus buildings that still 
exist today were built with WPA labor and 
Federal grant money to create jobs.)
 With its self-professed new “best house 
on campus,” the chapter flourished. The Phi 
Psi presence among the Greek houses in-
creased, with a full exchange schedule with 
good sororities. Membership held at around 
50, with about 30 men living in the house, 
and about 20 “town men.” 
 The Sixth District Council was host-
ed in the new house in March 1931, with 
a formal dance at the Sandpoint Country 
Club, followed by a banquet the next night 
at Broadmoor. Founders Day was held at 
the house in February. The “Fi Sigh Fire” 
winter informal was the first dance in the 
new house later that month, with everyone 
dressed in pajamas.  (This was the start of the 
Fire Party tradition, usually held on the fire 
anniversary in November).

The 1930s and The Great Depression (Continued from page 6)

Remembering….. 1925 to 1945 

 It is impossible to list all of the out-
standing members in the ’30s. Here are some 
of them — many were varsity athletes: Ju-
lius Ramstad ’28, track and football; Bob 
Sullivan ’29, baseball; Bob White ’30, foot-
ball; Gesner Kirkpatrick ’29 and George 
Danenbauer ’28, basketball; Bob White 
’30, golf; George Morrissey ’30, football; 
Rod Hearne ’30 and Richard Dibble ’31, 
crew; Wilbur Washburn ’32 and John 
Laughlin ’32, crew; twins Andrew Lloyd 
and Rodney Lloyd ’29, Phi Beta Kappa; 
Whitney Harris ’30, golf, UW Board of 
Control, and Phi Beta Kappa; and Bob Al-
exander ’31, Yell King; Bob Bloxom ’33, 
tennis; Torleif Torland ’35, ski team and 
crew; Merle Miller ’36, football and track; 
Herb Wall ’37, football; Joe Dubsky ’38, 
captain, varsity football; Hugh Hotson ’35, 
Senior Minor Sports Mgr.; Larry McIntosh 
’36, chairman of Rally, Homecoming, and 
Varsity Ball; Doug Graves ’37, president 
of Malamutes upperclassmen honorary; and 
Bill Brown ’39, swim team.  
 Many of these brothers became mem-
bers of Oval Club, upperclassman activity 
honorary, and “Big W.” Many more were 
managers of sports teams, and members of 
career honoraries. One 6th District Archon 
from Washington Alpha was not included in 
the existing National list:  Jack Samuelson 
’36.  He was elected in April 1939, but had 
to resign mid-term because he was accepted 
by the MIT Graduate School. 

Washington Alpha 
Phi Psis in the 1930s

The Turmoil of World War II
 Much has been mentioned in past issues 
of The Alphan about World War II and the 
Greatest Generation, and their effect on 
the chapter. Europe had been at war with 
Germany since 1939; the U.S. declared war 
on Japan at the end of 1941 after the attack 
on Pearl Harbor, and Germany and Japan 
declared war on the United States.

  If you lived then, or served in the War, 
it was a time that you would never forget 
— a time when every able-bodied young 
man (and many women) joined the military. 
Every individual, young or old, worked 
together to support the War effort, creating 

club, one year at Sandpoint with a novel idea 
— an Easter egg hunt on the golf greens in 
the moonlight! They also had a schedule of 
fireside, guest, and exchange dinners. Ac-
cording to their reports in The Shield, the 
brothers didn’t seem to suffer from the eco-
nomic crash. (These traditions, with a few 
variations, were part of the social schedule 
for many years). 
 In December 1933, Ruddick Lawrence 
’31 was selected to be Editor of the 
University Daily, one of the most influential 
student positions. He had worked up through 
the ranks as a reporter and business manager.  
He was also president of Sigma Delta Chi 
journalism honorary, member of Oval Club, 
and Phi Beta Kappa. Lewis Rains ’29 was 
advertising manager; Jack Whiteman 
’33 was art director. Dale McKnight ’32 
was business manager, then editor of the 
Tyee Annual, member of the UW Board of 
Control, and Oval Club. Throughout the 30s 
(also in the early 40s), other Phi Psis were on 
The Daily staff, as well as the Tyee Annual, 
and The Columns humor magazine.
 In fall quarter 1937, Washington Alpha 
won the Grand Sweepstakes Prize in Sopho-
more Carnival, with the “famous Phi Psi 
burlesque show.” Then, for the UW-Stanford 
game, they won first prize for the Rally Pa-
rade float. In 1939, sororities organized an 
All-University Tolo Dance (girls asked the 
guys), held in the Olympic Hotel ballroom. 
Twenty Phi Psis were asked as dates.

Alphan Postscripts . . . .
From a conversation with James H. “Lotz” Lotzgesell, Jr. ’42, 
(Recorded and posted online by Dennis Connolly/Whidbey Crosswind): 
In World War II, Jim Lotzgesell was an aviator. He flew the OS2U Kingfisher seaplane off the stern cata-
pult of the light cruiser USS Nashville (CL-23), or if the sea was relatively calm, off the water. 
Jim survived plane wrecks, mid-air danger, kamikaze attacks — and discovered a world of military might 
he’d never known. He was at the University of Washington when Japan attacked Pearl Harbor. Like many 
young men, he wanted in. “There was a war going on, and I was afraid I was going to miss it,” he said.
(Jim Lotzgesell passed away on June 21, 2013. Photo courtesy of the Lotzgesell family.)

a national unity that had never happened 
before, and has not happened since. 
 The first signs in the fraternity of 
military buildup came in 1940, when a few 
Reservists immediately went into training 
upon graduation. Otherwise, Phi Psis 
(and members of other Greek chapters) 
continued with their classes, sports, campus 
activities, social events, and exchanges with 
sororities. Phi Psi won first place for the best 
Homecoming sign in the fall of 1941.
 Twenty-five men were pledged in 1940-
41; 33 in 1941-42; and 40 in 1942-43 (one of 
the largest classes in Wash. Alpha’s history). 

Many young men were staying in school 
by joining the military reserves as a way to 
avoid Selective Service call-up — the draft. 
 It was a chaotic time: As classes were 
pledged, more brothers were leaving, called 
up to reserve training, active duty training, or 
drafted. Pledges would be called up before 
they could be initiated. (Most of them were 
initiated after the War.) 
 By October 1942, 56 members were 
on active duty. The University clamped 
down on Greek social events but they were 
still able to have small-scale parties in the 
chapter house.             (Cont. on page 8)
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 The chapter started fall quarter ’42 with 
70 members and was down to 30 by March 
’43. In April, Washington Alpha’s chapter 
house was one of the first four fraternity 
houses requisitioned by the University 
for off-campus housing. (The University 
dorms were being used by men in training 
programs, mainly the Navy V-12 Program.) 
It was first used by the Army as a dorm, 
then it provided housing for girls employed 
by Pacific Telephone, then it was a girls’ 
dorm called Zanadu House. The few Phi Psi 
brothers not in the military moved in with 
the Theta Chis at 1617 East 47th.  
 Those brothers in the Navy V-12 train-
ing program, or stationed in Seattle, contin-
ued to rush and pledge prospective mem-
bers, preparing for when the House would 
be turned back to the chapter. The Zanadu 
house- mother allowed them to use the base-
ment rec room and chapter room for initia-
tions, events, and small parties. The alums 
helped them prepare an Alphan newsletter 
that was distributed at the University and 
mailed to brothers overseas. By February 
1945, they had pledged 29 from the Navy 
V-12 Program but many of them soon left 
for active duty. 
 Again, it’s impossible to list all the out-
standing members in the early 1940s.  Here 
are the names of a few:  
 Mal Alexander ’39, Lamont McDonald 
’40, and Bruce Benton ’38, Malamutes; 
Charles Gilmur ’40, varsity basketball 
and Oval Club; Carl Anderson ’40, varsity 
track; Frank Brennan ’38, varsity crew 
coxswain; Al Stubbs ’41 and Dave Pollard 
’41, handball and track; Wally Leask ’41, 
captain, varsity basketball and Oval Club; 
Morry Needham ’39, VP Interfraternity 
Council, swim team, and Oval Club; Jack 
Kylen ’42 and Jack Arndt ’41, basketball 
and  Oval Club. From The Shield: “In 1942, 
Phi Psi monopolized the management of the 
swim teams, with GP Morry Needham as 

The Chapter, January 1945, with some of the pledges from the Navy V-12 program.

(Continued from page 7)
Remembering….. 1925 to 1945 
The Turmoil of World War II

senior manager, Rudy Kauhanen as junior 
manager, Jim Coyle and Bill Blecken 
as sophomore managers. Big W winners 
in swimming are Lyle Ostlund and Dick 
Margerum.” (Al Stubbs would later be the 
first enrollee honored in the Washington 
Athletic Club Handball Hall of Fame.) 
 Wally Leask, Captain of Husky bas-
ketball 1942-43, was selected for the NCAA 
Northern Division All-Conference Team. 
His absence (due to induction into the Army) 
was regarded as one reason for Washington’s 
weak showing in the NCAA Western play-
offs. Coach Hec Edmundson said of Wally, 
“He is one of the best guards in the coun-
try, a beautiful passer, and one of the best 
ball handlers I’ve ever coached.” Chuck 
“Elbows” Gilmur, varsity basketball guard, 
ranked third among Northern Division All- 
Conference scorers. 
 Six Brothers were lost in the War: 1st 
Lt. Art Fallon ’37 (younger brother of Walt 
Fallon ’30), Army (killed on Luzon, Phil-
ippine Islands); Ensign Wayne Garber 

’40, USN; 1st Lt. John Harris ’40, Army 
Air Corps (killed in a P-38 crash in North 
Africa); 1st Lt. Bob Knight ’37, Army Air 
Corps.; 1st Lt. Ben Little ’42, Army; and 
Ralph Cummings ’40, Army. 

 November 1, 1945, was a great day for 
Washington Alpha: the University handed 
back the house to the chapter.  The members 
at that time: 4 returning vets, 3 servicemen, 
and a couple pledges. The house re-opened 
March 1, 1946. The chapter had prospered 
financially during the War, with little over-
head and rent revenue from the University.  
The members were set for the costs of reacti-
vating the chapter and the surge of member-
ship following the War. 

 Now in its 100th year, despite the ups 
and downs of membership, all the moves to 
temporary chapter houses, the fire of 1929, 
and the disruptions caused by two wars, 
Washington Alpha Chapter of Phi Kappa Psi 
has never closed.  

 As Joan Rivers quipped before her untimely demise, “I’m too old 
to care what people think!”  I’m with you, Joan, so forgive the iras-
cible tone of this letter. This needs to be said.
 About fifteen years ago, we started a Capital Campaign to raise 
money for a much-needed renovation of the chapter house. We did 
our homework, paid to have architectural plans drawn, had estima-
tors figure the cost (about $3 million then), explained the plans in nice 
literature, and presented them to the alumni at Founders Day 2000.  
The plans preserve the architecture of the house while expanding and 
updating its capabilities — to last for many more years. We promoted 
the Campaign through mailings, this newsletter, and personal contacts 
by alumni volunteers. We naively thought alumni would flock to con-
tribute. Meanwhile, the undergrads were told, year after year, that a 
renovation would happen — but it didn’t. 

More Musings by an Old Alum — “Telling It Like It Is” Stan Kohagen,’55-657
 We’ve explained this repeatedly: Your tax-deductible contribu-
tions are held by and compound within the Chapter Scholarship Fund 
held in perpetuity by the Phi Psi Foundation. The Fund serves two 
functions: (1) as the source for a renovation loan that must be repaid 
back into the Fund; and (2) as the provider of undergraduate scholar-
ships from annual grants. To those of you who contributed — a great 
big “Thanks.” Be assured, your money is still there — forever. It can’t 
be spent — only loaned, and grows in the meantime. To those who 
didn’t honor their pledges — you know who you are. 
 These contributions and others that followed have grown to about 
$500,000 through compounding while providing $220,000 since 2000 
in undergraduate cash award scholarships from our 5% annual Fund 
grants. Each award is not paid to the undergraduate. Instead, it is sent 

Continued on page 9



  When the chapter grows, so does the richness of the fraternity ex-
perience. The undergraduates feel that they have given their best effort 
toward regaining the attention and trust of the alumni. Billy Kerechek 
’04, House Corp. treasurer, noted recently, “They have done this on 
their own, with minimal help from alumni. Think what they could do 
with lots of alumni support!” Aren’t they worthy of this? 
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Musings — “Telling It Like It Is” (Continued from page 8)

(Cont. on back page)

The 2nd-floor hall, with 
fresh paint and new carpet.

directly to the student’s account at the University, creating a reduction 
in his tuition.   
 About 400 undergraduates so far have benefited. Certainly, if 
we didn’t pay out grants, the Fund would have grown much larger.  
But, as small as they are, the cash awards are needed by the under-
graduates as incentives to keep them in school, and in the house.  (An-
nual UW costs are about $30,000 with no extras; almost double that for 
out-of-state students).  With each award, there is an implied obligation 
to “pay back” some day; unfortunately, it seems, not implied strong 
enough!
 The $500,000 is a “drop in the bucket” compared to what is need-
ed.  The alums back in 1920 raised the money to buy the first old 
house, and in 1930 raised even more again, building a magnificent 
new house.  They came together to get the job done; why can’t we do it 
now? As Whitney Harris ’30, who was there then, said in a note with 
his $20,000 Fund contribution, “Get it done!”
 Our undergraduate house bills have never paid one cent toward 
the renewal of the structure, only operating costs; nothing toward the 
day it would be worn out. In reality, it is almost impossible to save 
long-term into a building fund, with the ups and downs of member-
ship revenue, rising operating costs, and the necessity to be competi-
tive with the state-subsidized University dorm rates. In periods of high 
membership, money has been set aside, but spent on a major repair. 

 I’ve heard alums say, “The fraternity always has its hand out.” 
Sure it does, so does every non-profit! Forget that — remember Wash-
ington Alpha, the house that’s the heart of the fraternity that changed 
your life. Many of you will contribute and volunteer time to your 
churches, community, and social organizations, but nothing to the 
brotherhood that was such an influence in your college years. Affluent 
alumni will keep in contact with classmates, attend class gatherings, 
but never contribute a cent to help renew the place that made it happen.

 They won’t even support this newsletter which, as Bob Edgers 
’49 once observed, “It’s the glue that holds us together.” But, thanks 
to those of you who loyally contribute — you keep The Alphan going. 
 Thanks also to those who have contributed to the new Alumni 
Directory.  Your generosity has helped pay the tab for others who never 
contribute — not even a few bucks.  If we had more contributions, we 
might afford a third annual issue, reporting news in a timelier manner. 
 I could list here countless examples of how our brotherhood has 
changed lives, and continues to do so today — but I won’t. You should 
know. Like everything else in life, the more you put into it, the more 
you got out of it!  As Ed Jensen ’56 summed up in his speech at 
Founders Day in 2003, “We have a social obligation to pay back.” 

 Why did you join a fraternity? 
A place to live for four years, have a 
good time, and then walk out the door 
at graduation? It is so much more 
than that! As undergraduates, we 
were often too shortsighted to realize 
this is a brotherhood that can grow 
over a lifetime. Many never stayed 
involved long enough to find out. It 
amazes me that, despite the age and 
condition of the chapter house, the 
undergraduates now have grown the 
membership to near record levels.

 Gallup Research completed a study this year of 30,000 college 
graduates across the U.S. Sixteen percent of them were members of 
Greek organizations. The Study found that Greeks were at least 10% 
better off in their careers than “independents.” Many of them cited 
leadership roles as a huge reason they felt better prepared to enter 
the workforce. The study also found that they were more likely to be 
thriving in each of the five elements of well-being: purpose, physical, 
social, financial, and community.  
 Phi Kappa Psi must be surpassing that percentage. There is so 
much more to the fraternity now than in the past, with leadership and 
character-building training, at chapter and National levels. The PLA, 
WWLS, ALA, UIFI Clinics, Recruitment Boot Camp, Futures Quest 
Fellowships, National and Chapter Scholarships, Alumni Mentoring, 
the everyday fraternity experience, and so much more, can be life-
changing for many young brothers. These acronyms probably mean 
nothing to many of you, but they represent training with real-life 
lessons that produce invaluable results, training that they can’t get 
in school. Ask any alum who has instructed at American Leadership 
Academy sessions — regardless of age, they gain, too. Jerry Nelson, 
founder of the ALA, often tells them, “You are the future of the frater-
nity, and the nation.”
 The National Fraternity mandates that chapters must be in-
volved in community service. Washington Alpha has recently raised 
about $7,000 for the local Boys & Girls Club and sorority philanthro-
pies, a lot, considering they can only offer manpower. The 105 Phi Psi 
chapters have raised $364,000, with an estimated 60,000 man hours so 
far this year for Boys & Girls Clubs and other charities. 
  Do local or national publications ever mention the good done by 
Greeks?  No. Do they jump to publicize occasional craziness, like the 
recent hazing at UW Beta Theta Pi? Yes. There’s no excuse for this, 
but it happens — these are young men and women right out of high 
school. I’ve seen some alumni “buy into” this, using it as an excuse 
not to support the chapter. They should know better, they were young 
college kids once. Phi Psi has a zero tolerance for hazing or drugs, 
and other policy violations.  Chapters have found this out the hard 
way — with suspension or closure.

The “red stairs” with new carpeting, 
refurbished iron railings top to bottom, 

and newly painted walls.
 Help is needed in all facets of Washington Alpha: the Alumni 
Association; the House Corporation; the undergraduate chapter —
mentoring of undergraduates; being a guest speaker at chapter dinners. 
Please do something that gets you connected again. Those Phi Psi 
chapters that have the most alumni involvement — are the strongest. 
Washington Alpha needs this to thrive long-term.  
 Pledge brother Paul Wineman ’55 and I have agreed to remember 
Washington Alpha with substantial bequests in our wills. After we’re 
gone, they will strengthen the financial backbone of the chapter. As the 
saying goes, “Necessity is the mother of invention” —  a   renovation 
of the house has to happen, but when?  Maybe our bequests will pro-

Fact: 
 According to the 
UW-IFC, Phi Kappa 
Psi is the only frater-
nity at Washington to 
reach its 100th An-
niversary without a 
suspension or closure 
in its history.
 The IFC (and 
others) may have 
wagged their fingers 
at us a few times in 
the past, but that’s 
all!
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Alphan Postscripts  Feedback from alums, parents, undergrads, and others…

      Martin G. “Marty” Burkland, ’42-400, long-
time Ballard, Washington, physician, died August 
10, 2014. At the university, he was in the Navy 
V12 program and served on the destroyer Hen-
derson during World War II. He continued his in-
volvement with the Navy as an active member of 
the Naval War College until 2007. He was accept-
ed into the first class of the UW Medical School in 

1946, graduated from medical school in 1950, and completed intern-
ship and residencies at Swedish and Seattle VA Hospitals. He estab-
lished a general practice in Ballard and served the Ballard community 
for 42 years, retiring in 1995. He was Chief of Staff at Ballard Com-
munity Hospital in 1958, 1980, and 1981. He was also a partner in 
developing the Tallman Medical Center in 1959 and the Ballard Con-
valescent Center in 1965. He pioneered the first full-time physician- 
staffed Emergency Room at Ballard Hospital in 1966. At that time, 
only one other hospital in the U.S. had an emergency room staffed 
in that manner. Marty also served on the Board of Directors for B&J 
Industrial Supply, a company founded by his father in 1936. He was a 
proud member of Phi Kappa Psi throughout his life, and met with his 
close Brothers, the “Lunch Bunch,” once a month for many years. He 
married Cal, his wife of 40 years, in 1974. They blended their two fam-
ilies — four children each — into one large family. In their message 
about the loss of husband and father, Marty’s family wrote: “He was 
deeply loved by his family and the many lives he touched during his 
life’s journey. His legacy is leading by example, living an honorable 
life, and giving unconditionally to others.” Marty is survived by his 
wife, Cal; his children, Sue, Martin, Kris, and Nancy; Cal’s children, 
Rhonda, Lynda, Jay, and Merridith;  seven grandchildren; and seven 
great-grandchildren.
 Lyle E. Ostlund, ’42-401, died June 17, 2014, in Bothell, Wash-
ington. His youngest daughter, Cynthia, reported that she and her hus-
band, Doug, had just recently celebrated Lyle’s birthday 
with a special luncheon. “He turned 92 on June 5, 2014, 
and he had a terrific life. He will be very missed,” Cyn-
thia wrote. While he was at the University, Lyle was on 
the swim team. He left school in 1942 to serve in the 
Army during World War II. On November 21, 1945, 
he married Patricia Carpenter. He received his BS and 
DMD degrees from the University of Oregon, then  
served his country again during the Korean War, as a Dental Officer 
in the Air Force. For 50 years, Lyle had a dental practice in Everett, 
and he taught dentistry at the UW. He also mentored fellow dentists, 
and was a member of numerous professional dental organizations. As 
a Fellow of the American College of Dentists, he received a Lifetime 
Achievement Award in 2010. An ardent bicyclist, Lyle rode more than 
50,000 miles, in all states except Alaska. He loved photography and 
always had his camera by his side. He had a voracious thirst for knowl-
edge, forever wanting to learn more about everything. He is survived 
by his children, Terri Brooks, Kathee Ostlund McGlothin, Ed Ostlund, 
and Cynthia Gillespie; sister, Dolores Earley; eight grandchildren; and 
16 great-grandchildren.

 Robert W. Fetty, Sr.,’50-555, died October 10, 2014. He gradu-
ated from UW as a commissioned officer in ROTC, served in the Ko-
rean War, and returned to the university to earn his JD. He practiced 
law in Seattle for 50 years, and was a 50-year member of the King 
County Bar Association. In 1959, he was admitted to practice law in 
the Washington State Supreme Court. He served as Judge in Medina 
from 1975 to 1977. Robert coached youth soccer and was active with 
the Boy Scouts. He and his wife, Joan, founded the first United Kennel 
Club Hunting Retriever Club on the west coast. He served as judge for 
many dog trial events in the American Kennel Club, United Kennel 
Club, and Canadian Kennel Club, as well as showing his own dogs. 
Robert is survived by his wife, Joan Nielsen Fetty; son, Robert W. 
Fetty, Jr.; and three grandchildren.

Chapter Eternal

      Robert B. Arkell, ’51-591, of Longview, Washing-
ton, died February 7, 2014, at age 83. He served in the 
Korean War as a Lieutenant with the U.S. Marines, and 
graduated from the University of California Hastings 
College of Law. In 1960, Bob married Marilyn Dahme.  
His law career was successfully launched when he be-
came a partner in the firm of Studley, Purcell, Spencer 
& Arkell. Trying his hand at politics, he ran for State 

Senator in 1968, and led a strong campaign with great support from 
Cowlitz County citizens. He served as Cowlitz County Superior Court 
Judge from 1969 to 1970, but is probably best known by many for 
his work as Senior Vice President of Industrial Relations and General 
Counsel at Longview Fibre. Bob enjoyed a 37-year career at Longview 
Fibre, and retired in 2007. He was a past president and vice president 
of Public and Governmental Affairs with the Longview Chamber of 
Commerce. He also served on numerous local organization boards, 
including Toutle River Boys Ranch and the Salvation Army. He played 
golf three times per week until he was 82, and he enjoyed walking 
around Lake Sacajawea regularly with his dog, Louie. One of his 
greatest joys came from being a grandfather — he was affectionately 
nicknamed “Gumpy” by his grandsons. Throughout his life, Bob was 
a strong contributor in the community, and quietly supported many 
individuals and organizations. Bob was preceded in death by his wife, 
Marilyn, who passed away in 2008. He is survived by his son, Rick; 
daughter, Tracy Best; and his grandsons, Spencer and Drew Best. 

 Frederick C. Kortman, ’52-604, of Seattle, died July 24, 2009, 
at age 76. He worked in Human Resources at Boeing for 39 years. 
Fred’s great love was sailing and sharing his knowledge of boats with 
others. His friends and family have many fond memories of cruises 
in the San Juan and Gulf Islands, as well as more than 40 years in the 
Seattle sailboat racing community. Fred cherished his grandchildren 
and played an integral part in their lives. With his kindness and dedica-
tion, Fred was always willing to go above and beyond to help anyone 
in need. He is survived by his children, Eric Kortman and Karen Lind-
burg; and four grandchildren.
 Edward B. Van Pelt, ’52-608, formerly of Kailua-Kona, Hawaii, 
died May 17, 2014, according to his brother, Charles M. Van Pelt, Sr., 
’51-590. 

From Dick Zahniser ’42:  “The 40s alums lost a couple of fine friends from the Class of 1942 during the summer of 2014: Pledge brothers 
Marty Burkland and Lyle Ostlund. Coincidentally, they were next to each other in the chapter roll: #400 and #401. Both were outstanding 
individuals. Dr. Martin “Marty” Burkland was a prominent Seattle physician, and Dr. Lyle Ostlund practiced dentistry for 50 years in Everett, and 
taught at the UW Dental School. He was named Associate Professor Emeritus and awarded many honors by the dental profession.  Lyle was an 
officer in both World War II and the Korean War.” 
From Bill Olson ’47:  “With the passing of Dr. Marty Burkland, I lost a fraternity brother, my father’s MD, a card-playing partner, and a golfing 
buddy at our winter homes in Sun City, Phoenix. He was part of our Seattle 40s “Lunch Bunch” that met monthly for years. Marty dreaded going 
in for shoulder replacement surgery but was in severe pain. All too often, many of us don’t recover from the shock to our less-than-perfect health 
— he didn’t. My wife and I and Marty and his wife became close friends, playing cards in both Seattle and Phoenix. Marty, Ernie Ingram ’47, 
Lee Puro ’49, Tom Whitney ’47, and I played golf weekly in Arizona. All of the lunch group will miss him.”



Dawg Talk
                      Richard A. Marble, ’41-367, sent a note: 

“Keep up the good work!” He lives at 101 
N. 48th Ave., #17B, Yakima, WA 98908.

      Gordon D. Collins, ’43-414, corrected his 
home phone number that was printed in 

the recent Washington Alpha Directory, and urged brothers to cross 
out the old phone number behind his name on page 10 of the directory.  
His correct home phone number is 650-968-0270. He also has a cell 
phone number — 650-946-7674. Gordon receives mail at PO Box 934, 
Los Altos, CA 94023, and e-mail at colrec@gte.net.
 John D. Slade, ’49-544, a retired physical education teacher, en-
joys playing tennis and golf. He wrote: “Sixty-five years ago, Wally 
Leask [’41-381] shot two-handed from center court, and Chuck Gil-
mur [’40-359] would rebound. They were my boyhood heroes, but 
without The Alphan, I would not have known they were Brothers! 
Thanks!” John has a son, Tyler, and a daughter, Cari. He is married to 
Roberta Latour. Contact him at 5440 River Lane, Reno, NV 89519 or 
775-432-2616.
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 Robert De Laurenti, ’52-600, is retired, and enjoys  his comput-
er club, camera club, and Vets club. “Del” and his wife, Mary Jordan, 
live at 80-705 Camino San Lucas, Indio, CA 92203. Send e-mail to 
rdelaurenti@yahoo.com or call 760-345-0691.
 Earl S. Thygeson, ’53-627, is a social worker. He writes: “I’m 
slowing down, and am beginning to work with just a handful of patients. 
We have eight grandchildren, including a 2-year-old granddaughter 
who is the apple of everyone’s eye. She has so much energy!” Earl 

 Charles I. Johnson, ’49-545, and his wife, Kathleen (AGD-
WSU), 3725 SW 171st St., Burien, WA 98166, will move in the new 
year to their new home at 5957 Longdin Rd., Ferndale, WA 98248. 
Chuck is active in the Sons of Norway, Swedish Club, and Kiwanis. 
He can be reached via e-mail at mariner223@hotmail .com; 206-243-
8182 (Home); or 206-498-3944 (Cell). Chuck and Kathleen have a 
son, Carl (58).

and his wife, Mary, raised a family of four: Gordon, Jeanne, Linda, 
and David. Gordon and Jeanne have two children each; Linda has 
three children; and David has one child. Earl enjoys playing bocci ball 
and bridge; he is also active in the Sirs organization. Contact him at 
ethygeson@earthlink.net or 408-244-6285. He and Mary receive mail 
at 19312 DeHavilland Dr., Saratoga, CA 95070.
 Michael I. Gamble, ’54-632, is retired, and sends greetings to 
Phi Psi brothers. Contact Mike at 2017 SE Rhododendron Ave., Dallas, 
OR 97338; gamblm@uw.edu; 253-709-8026.
 Joseph A. Taller, ’54-638, writes: “I just completed 13 years as a 
Washington State Parks commissioner, and still serve as Board chair-
man for Cornerstone Christian School — my three grandchildren’s 
school. Robin (AF), and I have been married 54 years.” Joe and Robin 
have a son, Joe Jr., and two daughters, Elizabeth and Barbara. Their 
family has grown to include six grandchildren and three great-grand-
children. Joe can be reached at 6519 Turnberry Lane SE, Olympia, WA 
98501; 360-456-4017; or robin_tall@q.com.
 William M. McCallum, ’57-700, publishes Global Auto News. 
He writes: “Chris Chung [’10-1687],  Washington Alpha senior, 
is now working for Auto News as Social Media Director and has 
set up a Twitter program. Follow us at globalauto_news and www.
autonewsonline.com. Thanks for your interest and support.” Bill is 
a member of the Northwest Automotive Press Association, Western 
Automotive Journalists, Motor Press Guild, and Legends of Auto. He 
is also a 2-time past alumni president of Washington Alpha. Bill has 
two sons, Scott (53) and Brett (50), and he enjoys golf, skiing, boating, 
and hiking. He receives mail at PO Box 3327, Bellevue, WA 98009; 
e-mail at bill@autonewsonline.com; and phone calls at 206-484-6529.
 Edward L. Stover, ’60-765, reports, “I’m alive and very well 
in Yakima!”  He and his wife, Lynn, live at 3506 W. Chestnut Ave., 
Yakima, WA 98902. Ed is retired, which gives him time for writing 
and hiking. He and Lynn have a daughter, Gwenn (44), and two sons, 
Ryan (38) and Chad (35). Send e-mail to stovered@gmail.com, or call 
509-225-9941 (H) or 509-833-8577 (Cell). 
 Patrick W. Rinn, ’69-953, wrote: “Keep up the good work!” He 
receives mail at 29 Carnoustie Dr., Novato,  CA 94949.

From Jerry Nelson, Cal Ep ’48:
“The Spring Alphan  — OUTSTANDING! Best Phi Psi newsletter in the Nation.” 

From Bob Edgers ’49:
“The Spring Alphan just arrived — FANTASTIC! Great photos, all those smiling faces, what a good looking bunch of guys; and, they are ac-
complishing things! I am so proud to be a Washington Alpha Phi Psi!  Wonderful reports: The ‘Remembering’ section — I remember the 
‘old’ College Club in the 1914 photo and the ‘new’ one as well, where I was a member for a number of years, and where Founders Day was 
always held when I was in school. The ‘Chapter Eternal’ section seems to regularly bring me up a little short — I knew so many of them! Look-
ing forward for your next ‘Remembering’ history installment!”

From Guy Harper ’51:
“Just received the new Centennial Alumni Directory — very nice job! As I came around to my undergraduate years and saw each name that I 
knew, I could also instantly recall their faces and the memories that we shared! We should probably have another 50s luncheon at the SYC, and 
the new Directory will make the job much easier!”

From Ed Jensen ’56:
“Enjoyed reading the Spring ’14 Alphan as usual!  Well done!  I sent my contribution in. It’s very important!”

From Steve Murphy ’63:
“Congratulations to the Chapter for winning the District Excellence Award at the GAC! This has been years in the making. All your hard work 
and planning has paid off for you guys! 
A special note to alumni brothers: All Washington Alphans are welcome to come to our alumni luncheon at the Seattle Yacht Club on the third 
Tuesday of every month, courtesy of brother Keith Dearborn ’63. Contact kdearborn@dearbornmoss.com.

From Luis Ramos ’65 to Steve Murphy ’63:
“What a great day to celebrate the 100th Anniversary of Washington Alpha! From Orlando, it is my hope to be able to join you to celebrate The 
Centennial and the 50th Anniversary of my Class of 1965. Let’s keep in touch!”
(Luis Ramos was an exchange student from Ecuador, sponsored by Washington Alpha in 1964-65. He pledged and was initiated in 1965, becom-
ing our first Latin American member!)

More Alphan Postscripts . . . .  
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2014 Honor Roll of Contributors
 Many thanks to the brothers and friends listed below, whose generous 2014 contributions totalled $7,281 as of October 29, 2014. These and all 
gifts are gratefully accepted. Your participation in the alumni communications program makes The Alphan possible!
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Name Init. Yr. & No.
Edward J. Morse 34 283
Paul O. Sather 38 338
E. Lamont McDonald 40 355
Richard A. Marble 41 367
Richard S. Zahniser 42 389
William E. Blecken 42 402
Gordon D. Collins 43 414
S. Dow Watkins 43 431
John P. Nordin 45 466
B. Ferguson Crisler 46 476
C. Del Cyr 46 477
Don W. Davis 47 490
Philip C. Schmidt 47 495
T. Larry Ladum     in memoriam 48 519
Richard C. Adams 49 531
Robert B. Edgers 49 533
Kenneth D. Graham, Jr. 49 535
Gordon T. Krekow 49 539
John D. Slade 49 544
Charles I. Johnson 49 545
Daniel J. O’Keefe 49 547
John E. Johnson 50 567
Alvin C. Leonard, Jr. 51 571
Charles A. Berst, Jr. 51 578
Neil P. Duncanson 51 579
Charles M. Van Pelt, Sr. 51 590
Guy M. Harper 51 593
Robert DeLaurenti 52 600
George L. Salmi, Jr. 52 606
Hallack W. Greider 52 609
Douglas E. Chatfield 53 619
Karl T. House 53 621

Donald K. McCandless 53 622
Earl S. Thygeson 53 627
Michael I. Gamble 54 632
Benjamin R. Simkins 54 637
Joseph A. Taller 54 638
Robert R. Elwood 55 653
Harold W. Hoggatt 55 655
R. Stan Kohagen 55 657
David N. Milburn 55 660
Paul R. Wineman 55 669
Frederick B. Hayes 55 670
J. Fred Holmes 56 684
Lee A. James 56 685
Edmund P. Jensen 56 695
William S. Moser 56 697
Curtis R. Tenzler, Jr. 56 698
William M. McCallum 57 700
Robert D. Pollock 57 701
Thomas M. Treece 57 704
Jack Moldenhour 57 708
Clinton C. Viebrock 57 709
Thomas F. Neilson 58 712
Richard H. Jackling 58 723
Gary A. Michels 58 725
Clarke H. Hurlbut 59 748
David F. Suter 59 750
Robert W. Chamberlain 60 756
Edward L. Stover 60 765
Thomas H. Swim 60 766
Robert A. Clampett 60 772
David G. Bezanilla 61 775
Steven M. Block 61 776
David B. King 61 781

David A. Sylling 61 786
Michael L. Stein 62 793
Joseph L. Bigas 62 796
Carl R. Christophersen, Jr. 62 799
Jeffrey A. Howard 63 829
Loren C. Jangaard 63 830
Stephen E. Murphy 63 832
Steven P. Thronsen 63 836
Douglas A. Kaiser 63 857
Steven S. Marquard 66 892
Peter L. Osborne 66 900
David C. Kilbourn 67 907
William S. Leonard 67 910
Patrick W. Rinn 69 953
John W. Larson 69 962
George P. Pilant, Jr. 70 996
Jonathan J. Hurst 71 999
Greg A. Rowland 72 1021
Christopher A. Hamilton 75 1091
Richard J. Noeltner 75 1100
Alan M. Bernstein 77 1136
Gary P. Bosworth 78 1160
Steven A. Fawthrop 79 1178
Richard L. Clasen 83 1247
Brad F. Phillips 89 1352
Colin J. Sandwith 90 1380
Chad R. Barnes 90 1386
Scott A. Hacker 98 1512
Brandon W. Larson 98 1514
Brandon J. Williams 05 1622
J. Smith Harrison, Jr.     So. Car. 72
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Musings — “Telling It Like It Is”  (Continued from page 9)

 The House Corporation is also making improvements. As you 
can see, money doesn’t go far these days. Even with the increased 

membership and resulting revenue, it is difficult to 
accumulate a sizeable reserve. It can be wiped out 
with one impending repair, like the roof or furnace. 
   I’ve been told that what I have said here could be 
applied to many fraternity chapters and their alumni.  
I don’t care about them — I care about Washington 
Alpha. I hope this message doesn’t go “in one ear and 
out the other.” These are serious issues that need your 
involvement. Try it — you’ll find it’s very rewarding. 

If you don’t know how, we can help you!  Contact us — we’re right 
there in your new Alumni Directory. 
 The Centennial Celebration is coming, Saturday, February 7th, at 
the Waterfront Marriott. This event combines Founders Day 2015, and 
the 100th Anniversary Celebration. If you have not yet received your 
invitation in the mail, you will receive it soon. In the meantime, mark 
your calendar, get your best duds ready, bring your spouse or “signifi-
cant other,” and join us in celebrating this once-in-our-lifetime event!

vide the boost that’s needed. How about joining us? An estate bequest 
costs you nothing now, but would provide great benefit someday.  How 
are you honoring the Centennial of Washington Alpha?
 Paul and I have contributed directly to the House Corporation for 
improvements in the past. Now, we’ve given $54,000 toward improve-
ments: Replacing all the 2nd-floor windows; removing, reinforcing, 
painting, and replacing the entire spiral staircase wrought iron rail-
ing; fixing and painting the light fixtures, refinish-
ing the library table, new flooring for the mezzanine 
hall; recarpeting the spiral staircase and 2nd-floor 
hall; repairing all the plaster throughout the house 
and repainting; refinishing the living room and music 
alcove floors, and removing overgrown large trees 
outside. The House Corporation obtained competi-
tive estimates, and finished the projects according to 
schedule.
 We are not telling you this looking for a pat-on-the-back!  This 
largess has little to do with memories of our time 60 years ago. It’s be-
cause of what we see in the chapter now. We don’t care about gaining 
tax deductions. Both of us aren’t “spring chickens” anymore, and we 
want to make the place better while we’re still around. 
 Here’s Paul’s reasoning: “I chose to contribute directly to the 
chapter this year because I want to see seriously needed improvements 
done. There is so much need. The brothers have done well in member-

ship and grades. They are a great group, “on a roll,” and deserve 
our support. Attend a Monday night chapter dinner and see for your-
self! But, for us to continue doing this — contributing directly to the 
chapter, we’d like to see other alumni join in the effort! Even a small 
effort — support a project, and get involved.”  

“United by friendship, 
Sustained by honor,
And led by truth, 
We live and flourish.”


