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Chapter Advisory Council:  
 Each chapter was asked to maintain an active 
Chapter Advisory Council, composed of alumni, 
to provide guidance to undergrads on Recruitment, 
Member Development, Risk, and Financial Manage-
ment. Brothers Bruce Adsero ’12 and Jeff Huschka 
’11 are part of our CAC team for Risk Management 
and Social and Member Development (rush), respec-
tively. We’re seeking more alumni and also a Faculty 
Advisor. Any recommendations?  
Registration of Social Events:
 Events now must be registered with the National 
Fraternity, as well as the UW Office of Greek Life 
and the campus police. If the chapter fails to meet 
these standards, it will not be allowed to host social 
events serving alcohol. 
Undergraduate Scholarships:
 Since 2000, Washington Alpha has given out 
about $244,000 in cash award scholarships, in-
cluding “Entering Freshman” cash awards, to help 
recruitment. The National Phi Psi Foundation is 
encouraging all chapters to (1) spend more of their 
scholarship dollars on freshman programs, and (2) 
fund attendance at the Grand Arch Council, the 
WWLS, and the American Leadership Academy, to 
expose more freshmen and sophomores to leadership 
and character-building training.  
National Day of Service:
 The Day of Service is a national program, but 
our chapter is always active on and off campus in 
philanthropy.  Our Founders’ mission of “The Great 
Joy of Serving Others” is put into practice each April. 
We choose a local service project, and the whole 
chapter participates. 

Washington Alpha Phi Psis took a break during sessions of the 
Woodrow Wilson Leadership School (WWLS) in June 2015, and 
posed for this photo at Creighton University. L-R: Steve Murphy 
’63, Jared Smith ’13, Brandon Donaldson ’14, Zachary Hall ’14, 
Bryant Taylor ’13, Alex Pickett ’13, and Andrew Bayles ’14. 

By Stephen Murphy ’63 
Chapter Advisor
    Washington Alpha’s under-
graduate team and I attended the 
Woodrow Wilson Leadership 
School at Creighton University in 
June 2015, and several challenges 
were discussed:
• 21st Century “society 

threats and questions” 
regarding the fraternity 
system

• Undergrad education about 
appropriate behavior as 
fraternity men

• Title 9 “lawsuits” targeting 
abusive male behavior

• More chapter involvement 
and relationships on campus

• Alumni “connectivity” with 
chapter

 Many actions proposed at 
WWLS have been undertaken 
at Washington Alpha. Here are 
some of our ongoing programs:

The American Leadership Academy (ALA):
 The ALA offers a unique learning experience of 
leadership and character-building, taught by leading 
alumni and other authorities. Six hundred members 
from all chapters attend ALA each spring break in 
Cabo San Lucas. We send our maximum quota of 
freshmen and sophomores, intending that all mem-
bers have an opportunity to attend at least once in 
their four years. No other national fraternity offers 
such a program to its chapters.
Mentoring Program:
 In 2014, 30+ alumni volunteered and actively 
mentored undergrads. We match alumni and under-
grads of similar professional and personal interests 
and ask them to meet monthly. Undergrads at the 
ALA affirm, “We learn most from talking to alum-
ni, and hearing their life stories — both successes 
and failures.” With each new class, more mentors 
are required, so please contact David Garcia, men-
toring chair, 18davidgarcia@gmail.com or me at 
s_e_murphy@hotmail.com. See the list of under-
graduates needing mentors on page 2.
Alumni and Campus Speaker Program:
 How about speaking to the chapter about your 
career? Join us for Monday chapter dinner and share 
your “life story” — 15 minutes of off-the-cuff re-
marks about your “successes and failures,” followed 
by Q&A. This year, we’ve had visits by Joe Pruss 
’81, Mark Coker ’82, and Alex Veress ’81, who  
shared their insight and experience with careers in 
engineering. Dave Kentala ’68 brought his Morgan 
Stanley advisor to speak on “Personal Finance 101” 
in early November. 

Cont. on page 2
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Continued from page 1
Changing Fraternity

 We welcome any alum with his story to 
tell. Contact me or Zach Durham, alumni 
chair, at zachbsd@yahoo.com.  We are also 
scheduling speakers from the UW campus:  
the UW Police Department on security and 
risk management; Department of Psychol-
ogy on sexual violence and proper behavior; 
and the UW Health Department on health is-
sues. Any alumni recommendations are wel-
come!
Strengths Quest Program
 This new program, promoted by the 
National Fraternity, helps undergrads pin-
point their top five strengths and create per-
sonal plans for self-improvement, based on 
the Clifton Strengths Finder Assessment.  
Thanks to funding by Jim Possehl ’63, the 
Phi Psi Foundation will present this program 
to Washington Alpha in winter quarter 2016. 

Alumni Involvement
 I’m sure you’ve read recent news re-
ports of Greek-letter organizations across the 
country behaving irresponsibly and bringing 
shame on the entire Greek system. 
 With greater alumni involvement, 
Washington Alpha will be better able to 
weather these storms facing fraternities in 
the 21st Century.  
 If you can join us as a mentor, speaker, 
or active participant in our Alumni Associa-
tion, we need your help!  Please contact us 
or come by the chapter house for dinner.  
(RSVP appreciated.)
         Amici, Stephen E. Murphy ’63

Judge John Meyer ’65, Superior Court Judge and Attorney 
Matt Anglin ’90, Boeing Engineer; President, Washington Alpha House Corp. 
Jeff Howard ’63, Environmental Engineer   
Bill McCallum ’57, Editor and Publisher, Auto News  
Jeremy Benezra ’03, Home Construction Contractor  
Gary Glein ’62, Entrepreneur; Financial Lecturer  
Tom Malone ’65, Attorney; Swedish Hospital Board Member 
Brad Phillips ’89, Electronics Engineer   
Commander Wessel, USN Fighter Pilot  (Father of Jacob Wessel ’14)                    
Billy Kerechek ’04, CPA; Treasurer, Washington Alpha House Corp.  
Steve Fawthrop ’79, Advertising and Public Relations Professional  
Ryu Sikora ’09, CPA; Tax Accountant    
Mike Wiegering ’96, IT Manager    
Officer Kenny Johns, UW Police Department   
Tarn Sublett, Financier     
Sean Peterson ’10, Management Trainee   
Bruce Dearborn ’65, ’60s Varsity Crew   
Alan Lirhus ’65, Adoption Attorney    
Harley O’Neal, Jr. ’15, Pledge Class of ’63; Real Estate Entrepreneuer  
Mark Coker ’82, Industrial Engineer    
Dustin Birashk ’96, CPA; Accounting (break out session)  
Claire Wang, AIESEC President; International Internships    
Joe Pruss ’81, Engineering; with Mark Coker ’82 and Alex Veress ’81 
David Kentala ’68, Manufacturer’s Representative, Sales 

Billy Kerechek ’04 ~ Accounting
Ryu Sikora ’09 ~ Accounting
Dave Olling ’81 ~ Business
Steve Murphy ’63 ~ International Business; 
 Economics; Agriculture
John Irwin ’11 ~ Computer Science;
 Informatics
Jeff Howard ’63 ~ Electrical Engineering
Bill McCallum ’57 ~ Economics
Rich Clasen ’83 ~ Elec. and Chem. Eng.  
Jeremy Benezra ’03 ~ Construction Mgmt.
Steve Fawthrop ’79 ~ Human Res. Mgmt.
Mark Coker’ 82 ~ IT; Business; Elec. Eng.
Mike Wiegering ’96 ~ Informatics 
Dr. Benjamin Mason ’04 ~ Pre-Med
Brian Fissel ’05 ~ Pre-Med      
Ryan Johnston ’05, Capt., USMC ~ 
         U.S. Armed Forces

Honor Roll of Alumni Mentors
 Washington Alpha Chapter extends a big THANK-YOU to the alumni brothers listed be-
low, who have been matched with student brothers and have provided mentoring in a variety 
of disciplines. Can you join them? Please see the list on this page of undergraduates request-
ing alumni mentors. Contact David Garcia, mentoring chair, at 18davidgarcia@gmail.com or 
Steve Murphy at s_e_murphy@hotmail.com.

Andy Ness ’91 ~ Informatics
Jim Possehl ’63 ~ Entrepreneurship
Dan Menday ’08 ~ Physical Therapy
Jeff Menday ’06 ~ Civil Construction
Michael Morin ~ Education
Daniel Colon ’12 ~ Biology
Romero Kupai ’10 ~ Medicine
Tanner Faubion ’11 ~ Microbiology 
Joe Ryan ’70 ~ Press; Political Science
Craig Nishizaki ’88 ~ PR; Advertising  
Chris Chung ’10 ~ Business
Brad Phillips ’89 ~ Engineering
Jerry Gonzalez ’91 ~ Business  
Adam Lobdell ’02 ~ Marketing
Wayne Lubin ’70 ~ Business
Gary Prinslow ~ Informatics
Joe Pruss ’81 ~ Engineering
Paul Wineman ’55 ~ Business

Alec Ege, Sophomore ~ Indus. Engineering
Cameron Mielke, Senior ~ Economics; Math
Elliot Vaughn, Junior ~ Finance
Erik Eliason, Sophomore ~ Civil Engineering
Jeremy Knight, Junior ~ Pol. Science; Sales;  
                                               English
Josh Mielke, Sophomore ~ Informatics
Kevin Brown, Sophomore ~ Business;   
                                            Economics
Mark Toda, Sophomore ~ Intl. Business;                  
                                          Finance
Matt Bernard, Sophomore ~ Biological            
                                         Chemistry
Mike Funk, Sophomore ~ Computer Science
Nick Weiss, Junior ~ Civil Engineering
Oliver Albee, Sophomore ~ Cinema; Film;   
                                          Business
Sean Underwood, Sophomore ~ Business
Xavier Gardner, Sophomore ~ Business and   
                                         Communication
Zach Hall, Junior ~ Biology

Mentors Wanted!
 Phi Psi brothers seeking alumni mentors 
are listed below with their years in school 
and their majors. Consider being a mentor!

Thank You, Guest Speakers!

From Dr. Ben Mason ’04: “I’ve been making it a point to see Julian Dizon ’14 every month. 
Are the other mentors doing this? I have found it’s a good way to keep up with how he’s doing, 
the opportunities and issues that he faces, etc. I offered to host him in NYC this coming fall, as 
I’ve accepted a faculty position at Columbia University Medical School. Overall, the mentoring 
relationship has been a great experience, and I hope others (interested in Medicine) can follow.”

Alphan Postscripts:  

From Austin Miller ’15: “My mentorship with Jim Possehl ’65 is going very well! We find time 
to chat every other month, and I had the chance to have brunch with Jim and his wife when they 
were in town from Colorado over the summer. Thanks so much for connecting me with him!”
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 In spring quarter 2015, our chapter 
earned a 3.35 GPA, ahead of 20 other Uni-
versity of Washington fraternities, with a 
10th place ranking.  Twenty-five brothers are 
on the Dean’s List. 
 In June, seven brothers, plus Chapter 
Advisor Steve Murphy ’63, attended the 
Woodrow Wilson Leadership School at 
Creighton University in Omaha. A number 
of new expectations for chapter performance 
and management resulted from the WWLS. 
(See The Changing Fraternity on pages 1-2, 
written by Steve.)
 From summer rush, we have an excel-
lent pledge class of 25 freshmen. One of the 
many outstanding rush events was a bowling 
party at Harley O’Neil’s Richmond Beach 
Bowling Center. The new class brings the 
chapter membership to about 80 undergrad-
uate brothers. Please welcome the class of 
2016!
Work Week
 In addition to the deep cleaning of ev-
erything and some painting, we increased se-
curity around the house and property, includ-
ing cameras, security flood lights, additional 
fencing, and two more gates. Break-ins have 
been on the increase in the Greek commu-
nity, and we want to be proactive. Harley 
O’Neil ’15 (alum and new initiate), with all 
his property management experience, has 
advised us on security and facility manage-
ment. His electrician installed new lighting 
in the second-floor halls. Finally, we added a 
little privacy with bathroom stall doors, plus 
a new floor in the basement weight room.  
Thanks to a $10,000 contribution from Paul 
Wineman ’55, the four 85-year-old oak din-
ing room tables have been refinished, and 
now look like new. Stan Kohagen ’55 also 
donated $7,800 to buy two new convection 
ovens for the kitchen. 
Community Service
 Instead of smaller projects, Ken Gun-
ning ’15 and Mark Toda ’15 are organiz-
ing one big project for the National Day of 
Service, November 22: the Special Olympics 
Washington annual flag football exhibition at 
Renton Memorial Stadium. The whole chap-
ter will participate, refereeing and supervis-
ing exhibition events, managing the parking 

lots, etc. It’s an all-day event and should be 
great for the brotherhood. 
 We are still active in the Boys and Girls 
Clubs of Seattle, which is supported nation-
ally by Phi Psi chapters. Sixteen brothers 
recently volunteered to help with the North 
Seattle Chapter annual charity auction. 
 Last year, Austin Miller ’15 founded 
Pennys4Change based on a simple way to 
raise money to help impoverished children.  
Brothers distribute printed cups around the 
community at store cash registers, collecting 
penny contributions to help impoverished 
children. Individuals can request a cup to 
collect their loose change, and the website 
provides a way for the filled cups to be col-
lected. Pennys4Change is affiliated with in-
ternational children’s charity organizations 
that will apply the money raised. 
 Pledge brothers Ian Brodie, Robbie 
Schab, and Mark Toda (’15) have created 
a new website, http://connectamazon.wee-
bly.com to raise money for a computer lab 
in Santa Cruz, Peru, a remote, impoverished 
area in the Amazon rain forest. Team leader 
Ian Brodie was inspired by working on a 
similar project in Kenya, and hopes to repli-
cate it in Santa Cruz.  
Philanthropy
 We turn out to support each sorority 
money-raising philanthropy event. So far 
we’ve been involved in events for Kappa 
Alpha Theta, Pi Beta Phi, Delta Gamma, 
Kappa Kappa Gamma, and Alpha Phi. The 
combined philanthropic efforts of the Wash-
ington sororities raise a lot of money for 
good causes, but they need the support of 
fraternities to be successful.
Campus Involvement
 Nate Stockman ’13 will finish his term 
as University IFC president in fall quarter 
2015. His involvement has helped us be 
more attuned to the objectives of IFC, and 

The GRAND ARCH 
COUNCIL

New York City, July 6 – 10, 2016

We hope to send 20 brothers to 
this major biennial event.
We will be competing for 

Grand Chapter!

The National Fraternity is 
subsidizing hotel costs but…

We need help with airfare!
(Lowest fares are around $500)

If you can contribute any amount, 
please contact VGP Zach Hall,
zdhall@live.com   425-614-8162

State of the Chapter
By Jared Smith ’13, GP, and Zach Hall ’14, VGP

Zach Hall, VGP, and Jared Smith, GP

Director David Hotz, UW Office of Frater-
nity and Sorority Life.  Zach Hall ’14 has 
joined the IFC Standards Board. 
 The University of Washington American 
Marketing Association chapter, a club within 
the Foster School of Business, has a number 
of Phi Psi brothers involved: Co-Presidents 
Austin Miller ’15 and Chad Sheppard ’13;  
Webmaster Teddy Pappas ’13; and Vice 
President-Finance Mark Toda ’13. 
Family and Alumni Events
 The annual Parents’ Brunch, honoring 
all parents and the new pledges, was held 
on Sunday, November 15, 2015.  We’re also 
planning a special Dad’s Day, when every 
member will be inviting his parents. And be 
sure to look for our Alum-Active Tailgate 
Party in the parking lot at each home football 
game!

Highlights of 2015

The four 
85-year-old 
solid oak 
dining room 
tables, newly 
refinished, 
have been 
restored to 
their original 
beauty.

Help Send a Brother 
to the GAC!
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Increasing Costs vs. Rising Revenue
 We have about 83 paying members in the chapter now. The initi-
ated class of 32 in 2015 is the largest since 1972. But membership may 
not stay that high. In the meantime, operating costs are increasing: 
real estate taxes, food services, larger rush budget, expanded operat-
ing committee budgets (philanthropy, alumni relations, brotherhood 
events, social, etc.), and most important — maintenance capital costs. 
(It’s difficult to figure a break-even level of membership — the level 
changes constantly with rising costs.)
 In the recent past, when revenues were lower, a lot of maintenance 
was deferred. This is why the recent alumni contributions toward im-
provements, around $72,000, are so important. Those contributions 
allowed a comparable amount to be put into capital reserves instead 
of being spent. In addition, the House Corporation has also made im-
provements — spending about $35,000 in 2013, which is why we 
show a loss in that year (see chart below).  

Facts About Chapter Finances
By Billy Kerechek ’04, CPA 
House Corporation Treasurer

     The fraternity is a large, ever-evolving, mostly self-
governing family — evolving with new classes added 
and graduating every year, self-governing in that the 

officers run the chapter with oversight by the all-volunteer alumni 
House Corporation. The “family” income is the rent that members 
pay through house bills. If the income covers only operating costs, 
there’s no savings to pay for contingencies — the hard-to-predict infra-
structure repairs on an aging building, plus improvements, or “extras” 
the members want. We can’t borrow to pay for this; there has to be 
savings. It helps even out those years when membership drops, and 
helps pay for a better fraternity experience.  In general, the higher the 
membership level, the better it is. We don’t have any subsidies like the 
state-funded University dormitories. We have to pay our way. We price 
our rent charges below what the fancy dorms charge, and still offer the 
free tangible and intangible pluses that only a brotherhood can offer: 
the social life, the leadership opportunities, the personal growth, men-
toring and career-connections, the lifelong friendships, and so much 
more, that come from the four-year fraternity experience.  
Some Recent History
 Each year, new membership is the sustaining life blood of the or-
ganization. In the late 1990s, and then again 2005-2010, we operated at 
a loss or break-even as a result of dips in membership. Overhead costs 
per member rose above the rents, causing the need to borrow.  (Part of 
the debt came from buying the Nelson Annex House in 1998 to provide 
a place for a few live-out seniors and to keep the chapter house from 
being boxed in. Rent paid by seniors covers the payments.) Other debt 
resulted from those lean years that we are now paying down — slowly. 
Some of those loans came from a personal line of credit, another from 
a personal loan, and another from the Phi Psi Fund. (The interest we 
pay on that Fund loan adds back into our Scholarship Fund). In total, 
paying down interest and principal costs around $5,300 a month. 
 The chart below shows the history of our “rents” since 2004. We 
haven’t raised the house bill since September 2011. Any increases in 
the social bill are voted on by the chapter, and that money is used 
only for social expenses. We also have house officer and senior year 
discounts, given as incentives (1) for officers and certain committee 
chairmen serving the chapter; and (2) as a discount to help keep expe-
rienced seniors “living in” their last year. We are, in effect, giving rev-
enue away for these two categories, but we hope it will drive increased 
participation in the chapter. 

House Bills 2004-2015

Building a Reserve
 It is imperative to capitalize on recent rush successes. We know 
up-and-down cycles are inevitable. It is hard to guess-estimate the ad-
equate level of a reserve fund, but even $150,000 would not cover the 
impending needs: a new bathroom, roof, and heating system. There 
are plans, too, to convert the old east sleeping porch into rooms if 
the membership stays high. I’m projecting that we will increase our 
reserves to $160,000 this year. Without the house bill increase, that 
number would be about $100,000. With adequate reserves estab-
lished, we will be able to spend excess money on capital improve-
ments and pay down debt. There is a real possibility that we could be 
debt-free in 5-10 years, and further increase our ability to survive any 
reduced membership levels. And, we could lower the house bill!
Meeting the Needs of the Members
 We have expanded committee budgets based on the requests of 
the members. When they have come to the House Corporation with 
ideas for improvements — either to the house and grounds, or addi-
tional events, we have generally approved them. We are always open 
to new ideas, and if a project or event makes sense, we will go for it. 
One example of this is providing food service over the summer, the 
cost of which was not fully passed down to the chapter. The financial 
challenges that we face in managing the fraternity aren’t just ours. 
Every Greek-letter house has to deal with similar challenges if it is to 
survive long term: paying down debt from membership slumps, infra-
structure maintenance, rising operating, food, and budget costs, and 
competing with new, state-funded UW dorms. I can name any num-
ber of Greek-letter organizations at Washington in past decades that 
weren’t well managed, suffered a slump, and didn’t survive. Alpha 
Delta Phi and Phi Delta Theta are two neighbors that nearly went un-
der but have come back, thanks to alumni support and good rushing. 
It’s a hole that’s difficult to climb out of, but that’s another story. 

Billing and Change in Reserve

 In hindsight, small increases in house bills over the last four years 
would have been better than the $200 increase this year. Over the last 
10 years, house bills have increased, on average, 3.7% per year. Our 
house bill continues to be $1,000 per year cheaper than the dorms 
and off-campus houses near the Greek system. Plus, the base house 

bill includes food, which makes it a far cheaper option. If the chap-
ter head count remains strong, we can continue to pay down debt 
and have sufficient reserves, and we may be able to avoid raising 
house bills in the future.

2004 44 $1,975 $125 $300 $1,785
2005 45 1,975 125 300 2,100
2006 46 2,075 125 300 2,055
2007 50 2,250 150 300 2,016
2008 55 2,450 150 300 2,370
2009 44 2,525 150 300 2,367
2010 49 2,575 150 300 2,825
2011 63 2,650 150 300 2,674
2012 74 2,650 175 400 2,827
2013 79 2,650 200 400 2,702
2014 89 2,650 225 400 2,661
2015 83 2,850 225 400 TBD

Fiscal	 Avg	 	 	 Officer	&	Sr.	 					Avg	
Year	 HC	 	 Social	 Discounts	 			Billed

Base	
House	Bill
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Adam Michael Berger Palos Verdes HS Palos Verdes, CA
Spencer Harlan Berry Federal Way HS Des Moines, WA
Sean Peter Campbell Oak Ridge HS El Dorado Hills, CA
Dylan James Dayka University Prep HS Seattle, WA
Blake Searl Denniston Bear Creek HS Seattle, WA
Alec Andrew Esterbrook Sumner HS Sumner, WA
Collin Anders Frietzsche Mountainview HS Mountain View, CA
Mitchell Daren Higgins Monroe HS Monroe, WA
Matt Vincent Howard Auburn/Mountainview HS Auburn, WA
James Bryce Hummer Miramonte HS Orinda, CA
Riku Kusakabe Mark Morris HS Longview, WA
Phillip Rajani Lassen International HS San Francisco, CA
Jonathan Simon Lee Archbishop Murphey HS Mill Creek, WA
Spencer Jonathan Lubenow Tahoma HS Maple Valley, WA
Theodore George Paris Menlo-Atherton HS Menlo Park, CA 
Isaiah Gullier Rendorio Shorewood HS Lynnwood, CA
Jorge Esteban Rodriguez Archbishop Mitty HS Santa Cruz, CA
Bennett Allen Rolfson Monroe HS Monroe, WA
Naji Raymond Samaha Archbishop Mitty HS Santa Cruz, CA
Szymon Karol Sarnowicz Eastside Prep HS Redmond, WA
Peter James Siberell LaSalle HS Sierra Madre, CA
Christopher Matthew Sorta Auburn/Mountainview HS Auburn, WA
Andrew Young Suh Emerald Ridge HS Puyallup, WA
Max Robert Thomas Bainbridge HS Bainbridge Island, WA
Jake Edward Turpin Mount Si HS North Bend, WA

The Class of 2016
L-R: Dylan Dayka, Theodore Paris, Mitchell Higgins, Riku Kusakabe, Adam Berger, Sean Campbell, Spencer Berry, Andrew Suh, Peter 
Siberell (partly hidden), Jonathan Lee, Jorge Rodriguez, James Hummer, Matt Howard, Max Thomas, Isaiah Rendorio, Chris Sorta, Jake 
Turpin, Spencer Lubenow, Naji Samaha, Blake Denniston, Alex Esterbrook, and Collin Frietzsche. Not pictured: Bennett Rolfson, Szymon 
Sarnowicz, and Phil Lassen.

Welcome, 2015 Fall Pledges!
Soon to Be Brothers! 

Freshman Class Officers: Chris Sorta, President; Mitchell Higgins, 
Vice-President; Sean Campbell, Philanthropy; Isaiah Rendorio, Social. 

 Harley O’Neil was a highly regarded pledge 
brother in the class of 1963, along with several of 
his Roosevelt High School classmates. He completed 
his pledge training, but because of grades, decided to 
leave the University of Washington in the spring of 
1964. He earned his Bachelor of Arts in Education 
degree at Western Washington University. 
 He taught full time in the late 1960s and into 
the ’70s, and was elected president of the Shoreline 
Education Association. At the same time, he began a 
real estate development and management firm, and 
became so successful that he retired from teaching in 
1979 to go full-time in real estate and development, 
concentrating on Shoreline and North Seattle. Today, 
he is founder and chair of Royal Property Manage-
ment, managing a multi-million dollar commercial 
and residential portfolio with his wife, son, and 
daughter. 
 As a former cheerleader at Roosevelt, Harley has 
served on the board of the Roosevelt Golden Grads 
Foundation. Well known for his civic spirit, he has 
served as president of the Shoreline Community Col-
lege Foundation, is an active Rotarian, and is a past 
president of the Shoreline Rotary Club. This is only a 
small part of his civic involvement.
 His Roosevelt High School and Phi Kappa Psi 
classmates kept in contact with Harley, and recently 
raised the question, “Why can’t he still be initiated?” 
Harley agreed, and so did the chapter. With National 
Fraternity approval, that’s what happened on June 1, 
2015, in an uplifting ceremony in the chapter room of 
Washington Alpha. 
 Welcome into the Brotherhood, Harley!  Once a 
pledge brother, always a brother! 
 Early ’60s Alums: You can contact Harley at 
206-353-5516.

After the Initiation, L-R: Bill Creech ’63, GP Jared Smith ’13, Steve Murphy ’63, 
Harley holding his old pledge paddle, Jeff Howard ’63, and Keith Dearborn ’63. 

Spring 2015 Initiate:
Harley O’Neal, Jr., ’15-1820
Initiated June 1, 2015 — 52 Years 
After Pledging With the Class of ’63!
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The Scholarship Chair — Its History
Remembering…..

 In 1927, at the sessions of the 6th Dis-
trict Council, various ways were discussed 
to increase scholarship competition among 
the chapters, and improve relations between 
them. The result was the creation of a Sixth 
District Scholarship Chair, custom-built 
with a matching shipping crate. The chair 
was made of solid walnut, hand-carved, 
with heavy damask upholstery, and coat of 
arms in relief at the top of the back. It was 
to be used only by the presiding officer of 
the chapter, past presiding officers, National 
officers, or honored guests. 
 It was originally planned that all the 
chapters would share in the cost, but through 
failure of cooperation the task fell upon the 
Southern California Alumni Association. 
The chair was to be legally the property of 
the District Archon. 
 Each year, the chapter obtaining the 
highest scholastic standing was to have pos-
session of the chair for one year. The Archon 
was responsible for its movement from that 
chapter to the next winner. The winners 
would have their names engraved on brass 
plates on the back of the chair. The chapter 
receiving the lowest standing each year had 
to bear the cost of shipping the chair from 
the holder to the next winner, and the costs 
of any repairs — appropriate in theory, but 
this never worked. 
 It was hoped the Scholarship Chair 
Competition would become a great tradition. 
The cost of the chair and crate was financed 
by adding one dollar to the annual dues of 
the Southern California Alumni Association 
members. So, in historic reality, it was a gift 
from those brothers. 
 A deed of gift, similar to that used for 
presentation of other perpetual trophies, was 
sent to each chapter with a picture of the 
chair, and each chapter agreed to the terms 
of the gift. The chapter having the greatest 
number of winning plaques at the end of 20 
years would keep the chair as a permanent 
trophy.  

The Chair at the 75th Anniversary: Mark 
Coker ’82, Cal Jewell ’84, Joe Pruss ’81 (in 
chair), and Rich Clasen ’83.

            Each pledge had a plain wood paddle and had to try to get 
as many upperclassmen’s signatures as possible. Harley O’Neil, Jr., 
’15, Pledge Class 1963, said: “I woke up early this morning to see if 
I could find my old pledge paddle, and lo and behold, there it was 
on a top shelf of my office.” Here are the names still readable on 
Harley’s paddle: 
Pete Janni, ’62-805
John Mapes, ’61-774
Dave Sylling, ’61-786
Ed Lawrence, ’61-782
Dave Bezanilla, ’61-775
Mike Drew, ’60-773

Gary House, ’60-761
Mike Oros, ’60-763
Terry Henderson, ’60-759
Bob Hawkins, ’60-758
Evan Steensland, ’62-794
Jim Wolf, ’62-819

Tom Swim, 
’60-766
Jack Burk,
 ’60-770

The Old Tradition:

 The first winner was Oregon Alpha, 
1928-1930. In the 22 years that ensued, Or-
egon Alpha won it four times; Cal. Epsilon, 
four times; Cal. Beta, four times; Cal. Delta, 
two times; and Washington Alpha, one time. 
Cal. Epsilon won the chair before WWII and 
kept it during the War. Washington Alpha 
was the last recorded winner in 1952.
 Here’s where the history becomes 
muddled, because the brass plaques on the 
chair were not maintained by the winners. 
After the early ’50s, it almost seemed like 
the chair had been forgotten by the Califor-
nia chapters, and possession of the chair be-
came a competition between Oregon Alpha 
and Washington Alpha, and not just based 
on scholastics: they’d swipe it from one an-
other. The custom shipping crate was worn 
out by the early ’50s. To further complicate 
its legacy, new chapters have been added to 
the District, and a few have lost their char-
ters or been suspended for various periods, 
including Oregon Alpha, California Epsilon, 
Arizona Alpha, and Arizona Beta. 

 Joe Pruss ’81 tells the story behind the 
picture at left: “Before the 75th Anniversary 
in 1989, I made the comment to some  
brothers that it would be great to have the 
chair at the Celebration. At the time, the 
chair was at Oregon Alpha. In the early ’80s, 
the chair was traded between us and Oregon 
Alpha, based on grades, and later it was just 
a matter of who stole it from who.”
 Mark Coker ’82 adds: “Jim Mc-
Donough ’80 led a group to Eugene, and 
sure enough, the chair was delivered to Joe’s 
hotel room the eve of the 75th Celebration. I 
do recall that a few years after the Anniver-
sary, at Founders Day at the College Club, 
the chair was taken back while we were din-
ing with the doors closed!”
  Younger brothers probably don’t know 
that the chair had the dubious distinction of 
appearing in the movie Animal House re-
leased in 1978. Oregon Alpha had it then. 
The college scenes were filmed at the U of 
O and the Oregon Alpha house became the 
“snob” Omega House portrayed in the film, 
located next to the fictitious Delta Tau Chi 
pigsty next door. The chair is visible dur-
ing one of the opening scenes, in the house 
reception area next to the Omega banner. 
Look for it at: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=LuFCalAnETGk.
 In the early 1990s, the chair was refur-
bished by the father of Russ Normann ’90, 
and refinished by Matt Anglin’s ’90 grand-
father, Al Phillips.
 The Scholarship Chair now sits in our 
chapter room, and is brought up to the mez-
zanine for special occasions. 
 This history is by no means complete. 
The Chair’s unrecorded recent history is in 
the minds of the alumni and undergraduate 
brothers who have lived it. If you know other 
details, write in to “Dawg Talk.” The Chair 
was proudly displayed again at our recent 
100th Anniversary Celebration.  

Harley’s Pledge Paddle
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More Alphan Postscripts . . . .  

 Richard D. Margerum, ’41-385, wrote: “Thank you for printing 
Lyle Ostlund’s [’41-401] obituary in The Alphan. Both Lyle and I 
have been ill in the last five years, and we lost track of each other. We 
were both ‘Big W’ winners on the UW swim team in 1940-41, and we 
both left school in 1942 for the Army in World War II. I finished my 
accounting degree in 1947 after two years of service, and Lyle went 
on and finished college also.” Dick’s wife, Barbara Jean (UW ’44), 
added a note: “Dick and I are in a retirement home now, and many of 
our friends are gone. We surely enjoy reading about the friends we had 
in Phi Kappa Psi and all the great things going on for members.” Dick, 
a retired Certified Public Accountant, is a member of Masons, Kerak 
Shrine, and Scottish Rite. He and Barbara Jean have a daughter, Jo 
Anne Lediard (68) and a son, Michael (67). Contact Dick at 775-674-
5593 or 2360 Wingfield Hills Rd., #208, Sparks, NV 89436.
 Edward B. Betz, ’53-614, lives at The Kensington, #228, 245 W. 
Sierra Madre Blvd., Sierra Madre, CA 91024; 626-325-3163. 
 Karl T. House, ’53-621, is retired. He sent greetings to fellow 
Phi Psis, and wrote, “I really enjoy the newsletter. Well done!” Get in 
touch with Karl at 2400 Aurora Ave. N., #202, Seattle, WA 98109.
 J. Patrick Lynch, ’58-724, wrote in June 2015: “I am now living 
in Nong Khai, Thailand. I still enjoy traveling. In May, I went to Vien-
tiane, Laos (just across the Mekong River). In July, it is to Myanmar, 
and in September, to USA. In March 2016, I will go to Bali, Indonesia, 
to see the full solar eclipse.” Pat is married to Thanyalak Hematraewat. 

To contact Pat, send e-mail to patlynch@pacbell.net, or call +66-089-
793-2994. His postal address is 299/85 Patcha 2, Moo 10, Tambon Had 
Kham Amphar Muang, Nong Khai, Thailand.
 Gary A. Glein, ’62-804, is retired and serving as president of the 
Gig Harbor Downtown Waterfront Alliance (Main Street). He is also 
finance chair for his district in Rotary, and he reports that he has “two 
2-year-old grandchildren.” Gary can be reached at 3519 Harborview 
Dr., #3, Gig Harbor, WA 98332.
 Kyle J. Crews, ’70-980, wrote a note to the alumni office after re-
ceiving his Centennial Alumni Directory and discovering that a class-
mate and friend, Tom Moquin [’70-995], had passed away some years 
ago. (See obituary notice for Tom Moquin on page 10.) Kyle is an 
attorney. He and his wife, Marcia (KKG-UW), have a daughter, Eliza-
beth, a son, Cameron, and two grandchildren, Mason and Jet. Contact 
Kyle at 3602 N. Monroe St., Tacoma, WA 98407; or kylejcrews@ya-
hoo.com. Call him at 253-759-8802 (home) or 253-820-4327 (cell).
 David C. Reeves, ’75-1093, wrote: “I retired from Chevron after 
36 years, 10 moves (including one to Sydney, Australia), and a great 
career. Becky (Iowa St.) and I just moved into what we hope is our 
last home in Alamo, California, adjacent to Mount Diablo State Park. 
Health is great, handicap is single-digit, and I’m looking forward to a 
long and productive retirement.” Write to Dave at dreeves101@aol.
com or 5 Country Oak Lane, Alamo, CA 94507. He receives phone 
calls at 925-820-3039 (home) or 925-487-6491 (cell).

Dawg Talk
The Upperclassmen of Washington Alpha Chapter of Phi Kappa Psi

 On June 4, 2015, Judge John M. Meyer, ’65-872, celebrated his retirement from 42 years 
in the legal profession. His career has included service as a staff attorney for the Federal Power 
Commission, 20 years in private practice, tenure as Skagit County District Court Judge, and 18 
years as Skagit Superior Court Judge. In 2009, his peers in the Washington State Bar Association 
honored John by naming him Judge of the Year. The annual Washington Alpha Judge John Mey-
er Pre-Law Scholarship recognizes John’s support of the Chapter Scholarship Fund, supporting 
excellent students who plan to attend law school.  Joining John at his retirement celebration in 
the Skagit Valley College Hall were Phi Psi brothers Rich Clasen ’83, Judge Steve Warning 
’73, Bill Creech ’63, Steve Murphy ’63, and Class of ’65 pledge brothers Al Lirhus and Tom 
Malone. Special messages to brother John Meyer appear below: 
 “John, what a heart-warming retirement event last night, and kudos to all the Skagit County 
judges in attendance for their wonderful wit and esprit de corps — celebrating your service and 
sense of justice!”  — Steve Murphy ’63
 “John, heartiest congratulations on your retirement; please call if you’re ever in Portland, 
and let’s have lunch or dinner. John Adlard ’65 sends his congratulations!” — Steve Werts ’64 

18 Years Ago: 
John Meyer ’65 (second from left) cel-
ebrated his installation as Skagit County 
Superior Court Judge with (l to r) brothers 
Tom Malone ’65, Steve Murphy ’63, and Al 
Lirhus ’65.

Judge John M. Meyer ’65 Celebrates Retirement

From Collin Kirkmire ’12 to Steve Murphy ’63: “I’ve been living in Missoula, Montana, since June, working on my master’s degree. I have 
really enjoyed working with some great faculty advisors here on an interesting research project — tree growth following retention harvests. I miss 
the brothers back in Seattle and being active in Phi Psi — hopefully, I can find a way to participate as an alum one day.”

From Guy Harper ’51: “That was really a great spring 2015 Alphan, recapping the Centennial. Thanks for including so many of the brothers —
past and present.  The ’50s history brings back a lot of memories very clearly.”
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2015 Honor Roll of Contributors
 Thank you, brothers, for getting the 2015 program year off to a great start with your generous donations — a total of $3,312. Your contributions 
make publication of The Alphan possible. Remember, ALL donations, in any amount, are welcome. Warm holiday wishes to all!
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Name Init. Yr. & No.
E. Lamont McDonald 40 355
Richard A. Marble 41 367
Richard D. Margerum 41 385
Richard S. Zahniser 42 389
William E. Blecken 42 402
Dow Watkins 43 431
John P. Nordin 45 466
Edward C. Larson 46 472
B. Ferguson Crisler 46 476
Don W. Davis 47 490
Kenneth D. Graham, Jr. 49 535
Charles A. Berst, Jr. 51 578
John E. Largis 51 585
George L. Salmi, Jr. 52 606
Hallack W. Greider 52 609
Douglas E. Chatfield 53 619
Karl T. House 53 621
Earl S. Thygeson 53 627
Benjamin R. Simkins 54 637
Robert R. Elwood 55 653

R. Stan Kohagen 55 657
Corey McMillan 55 659
David N. Milburn 55 660
Paul R. Wineman 55 669
J. Fred Holmes 56 684
Edmund P. Jensen 56 695
William S. Moser 56 697
Robert D. Pollock 57 701
Thomas M. Treece 57 704
Jack Moldenhour 57 708
Clinton C. Viebrock 57 709
Thomas F. Neilson 58 712
Ralph L. Hawkins, Jr. 58 720
Jerome P. Lynch 58 724
Clarke H. Hurlbut 59 748
David F. Suter 59 750
Neil W. Botting 60 754
Terrill L. Henderson 60 759
Thomas H. Swim 60 766
Robert A. Clampett 60 772
David G. Bezanilla 61 775

David B. King 61 781
Clark H. Mounsey 61 790
Joseph L. Bigas 62 796
Carl R. Christophersen, Jr. 62 799
Gary A. Glein 62 804
Stephen E. Murphy 63 832
Steven P. Thronsen 63 836
Steven S. Marquard 66 892
Peter L. Osborne 66 900
David C. Kilbourn 67 907
Patrick W. Rinn 69 953
Glenn F. Potts 69 968
David C. Reeves 75 1093
Richard J. Noeltner 75 1100
Alan M. Bernstein 77 1136
John N. Drye, Jr. 87 1324
Colin J. Sandwith 90 1380
David W. Auckland 93 1446
Brandon T. Schaefer 96 1495
Scott A. Hacker 98 1512
Brandon J. Williams 05 1622

 Thomas F. Moquin, ’70-995, died March 18, 2005. It is believed 
that he passed away in San Diego. Brother Moquin had been “lost” 
— the alumni office had received two pieces of returned mail during 
the year before his passing — and did not receive confirmation that he 
was deceased until 2009. In recent months, after the Washington Alpha 
Alumni Directory was published, the alumni office received the fol-
lowing communication from Kyle J. Crews, ’70-980: “Thank you for 
the great centennial Alumni Directory. It brought back many memo-
ries. Unfortunately, I was shocked to find a pledge brother of mine had 
died. I never saw his death notice in The Alphan or The Shield, and I 
looked online at all back issues. Tom was house president in the fall 
of 1971 and was in large part responsible, along with our rush chairs, 
Wayne Lubin [’70-990] and Craig Edholm [’70-994], for bringing 
the chapter back from the brink. A great brother! Tom graduated from 
Seattle Prep, where he was a track star, in 1969. An attorney I know, 
who graduated with Tom from Prep, didn’t know of his passing, either, 
and it was a close high school class of around 100. Tom studied archi-
tecture at UW, but went back to get his teaching certificate and taught 
in the north central part of Washington for several years. I lost track of 
Tom — I should have tracked him down before 2005, but it was one 
of those things I was ‘going to get around to.’ A lesson of life for the 
brotherhood.” Sincerely, — Kyle Crews
 Viktor S. Sletten, ’73-1051, of Lynnwood, Washington, died No-
vember 11, 2011, at age 59. He was an agent with Champions Real 
Estate in Lynnwood. Daughter Natalie and brother Ronald survive.

 Charles M. Van Pelt, Sr., ’51-590, of Arlington, 
Washington, died July 6, 2015. Born in 1931 in St. 
Louis, he spent time in Portland, Korea, Seattle, and 
the Snohomish area. He earned his BA and MBA at 
the University of Washington, and while he was at 
UW, he rowed crew. He worked for Boeing until the 
“Great Layoff” in 1970. He was then employed by 

the Federal Office of Economic Opportunity, and later the Air Force 
Plant Representative Office. He retired in 2001 after 33 years of Fed-
eral service. Charles loved talking with people and was fascinated by 
their stories. He never stopped reading and learning. He wrote seven 
books, he was taking piano lessons, he was a horseman, and a garden-

 Jack R. Leighton, ’38-341, died April 4, 2015, in 
Spokane, Washington, at age 96. He was born in Boise, 
Idaho, but his family moved to Eugene, Oregon, and he 
attended elementary and high school there. Jack com-
pleted his bachelor’s, master’s, and doctorate degrees 
in education and physical education at the University 
of Oregon. During World War II, Jack was a First Lieu-
tenant in the Army. He valued education, and his academic work cul-
minated at Eastern Washington University, where he was a professor, 
athletic director, and head of the Physical Education Department un-
til his retirement in 1982. He was the recipient of many honors and 
awards for his work. Along with writing and publishing several books, 
Jack developed and patented the Leighton Flexometer as a therapeu-
tic assessment, measuring the improvement in flexibility of a person’s 
limbs. The Flexometer has been sold in many countries around the 
world. Jack was a dedicated volunteer for Special Olympics, particu-
larly power lifting. He also served as president of ARC. His family 
wrote that Jack was a “kind, gentle, and dedicated man.” He is sur-
vived by his wife, Helen; son, Jim; and many nieces and nephews. 

Chapter Eternal
er. He was a member of the Arlington Library Board, the Masons, and 
the Sultan School Board. He is survived by his wife, Linda; his chil-
dren, Cathrine Silver, Caryl Dreher, Charles Van Pelt, Jr., and Christine 
Rosenauer; his stepdaughter, Murietta Mitschak; his brother, Richard 
W. Van Pelt,’54-639; eight grandchildren; and one great-grandson. 
His brother, Edward B. Van Pelt, ’52-608, passed away in 2014.

From Sandy Hull, widow of Dick Hull ’58: “Thank you for the spring ’15 Alphan, with the tributes to my wonderful husband, Dick. What a 
guy! No one had more fun or loved life more than Dick. I will pass this on to our kids and grandchildren.”

More Alphan Postscripts:  

From Jerry Nelson, Cal Epsilon ’48: “The Alphan is an excellent example of what Phi Psi newsletters should be. I hope that you share it with 
other alumni in other chapters.”


